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OH nocTABUA HE HA TOrO (yBbl)

[Otnanka Cucremsbl 3aBeplieHa. BoccranoBnenue gpyHkumii croxkera 90...
91... 100%. Job6poe yTpo, moyib3oBaTeb HoMep ABa! Bac mpuBeTCcTBYET HO-
Bas, ynyuymieHHasi Cuctema Bepcuu 2.0! [To3zapasisieM co cMeHOM posin
B TEKYILIEM CIOXeTe, IJIaBHbII repoit! |

VY llleHa nepexBaTUIO AbIXaHUE.

«H-yero?! IMoromu. Cucrema, 3TO THI?»

[DT0 s1!] — DOBOMBHBIM rOJIOCOM MOATBEPAUIIA Ta.

«YTto npousonuio?»

[ mckana cmoco® coxpaHUTh Ballly OpeHHYIo X1U3Hb. Ho BpeMeHu
He ObLI0, TTO3TOMY $1 MOTIbITAIaCh aAANITUPOBATh BMECTE HECKOJIBKO apoK...
OKOJIO ABAAIATH, TOJBKO ObI BBl M30€KaJIN JIETAIBHOTO UCXOMIAa, M B KAKOM-TO
MomeHT CucTema okasajach neperpyxeHa. S nymasna, 3To KOHell, HO He-
OXUIaHHO OCO3HAaJIa, YTO MOTY AeJlaTh OOJblle, YeM Ipearonaraia. MHe
OTKPBLIOCHh MEHIO, JOCTYyMa K KOTOPOMY paHbllIe He ObUIO, U S UBMEHWIIA
KJTI0OUeBbIe TToKa3aTenu. [1pexe s He TTomo3peBaia, YTo UX MOKHO MEHSITh.
Ho BaM ymanoch CcMEHUTBH CBOM CTATyC C IJIaBHOTO 3JI0/esl Ha IyIIeYHOe
MSICO, TaK 4UTO $1 pellinia, YTO MOXHO TOIbITATbCSl UBMEHUTD €r0 elle pas.
IMoznpasnsio! Tereps Bbl — IJIaBHBIM Tepoit! |

«A Kak xe An?» — Bce ellle nmepeBapuBasi yciabllaHHoe, yrouHu LleH.

[On TOXe IaBHBIA Tepoil. Ero craTyc 1 cMEHUTD He MbITalach, MEHS
WHTEPECOBAJIO JINIIb, KaK CAeJIaTh TaK, YTOObI Bbl HE MOTUOJIN].




«MeHs cnacnia aypa HeysI3BUMOCTH IJIaBHOIO reposi?»

[Het. ¥ Bac takoil HeT. Hukakoii u3 ayp, AOCTYIIHBIX NIABHOMY I'€pOIO
Any. {1 He Mory OT ce0s1 106aBUTH TO, YETO He ObLIO M3HaUabHO. Te aypbl
HUIYT B KOMIUIEKTE C €0 CTaTyCOM U TeJIoM].

«Torma B uem BooOIIIe CMBIC], YTO $1 CTaj IaBHbIM repoem? Eciu Hu-
KaKuxX MPEeUMYIIECTB y MeHs HeT!» — Hert, Hy 3TO oueHb 1axe OOUIHO.

[Mup u crloxXeT He BOCHPUHMMAIOT Bac KakK IJIAaBHOTO 3JI0[EesI UCTO-
puu. JIymaio, BBl caMU IIOCTEIIEHHO IIJIX K M3MEHEHUIO 3TOTO Itapa-
meTpa. Teriepb, UCXOAS U3 HOBBIX JAHHBIX, I MOTY MPEANOJOXUTD,
9TO KaXXAbIil Tepoil CIoCOOeH M3MEHUTh CBOI MepBOHAYaJIbHBIN CTa-
TyC B CIOXKETE, €CJIM OyIeT MOoCTyIlaTh Bpa3pe3 ¢ KAHOHUYECKUM 00-
pa3om].

«To ectb ecnu 1 Tae-TO OMIMOYCH, TO CHOBA MOTY CTaTh IJITABHBIM 3JI0-
aeeM?»

[BeposiTHO, omHOIT OoIIMOKM AJis1 3TOro OymeT HemocTatrouHo. Ho na.
Ilpenmnonaraio, 4yTo Takoit BapuaHT Bo3MoxeH. Mau OyneTe onmpenaeaeHbl
KaK «3JI01 TJIaBHBII Tepoii», KTO 3HAET].

IIIeH OGbLT HACTOJIBKO IOTPSICEH MTPOUCXOASAIIMMY U3MEHEHUSIMU, YTO
0e3IyMHO OTKMHYJICSI Ha KpOBaTh, YCTAaBUBILMCH B MOTOJIOK. MyaH cel psi-
JIOM C HUM.

«Kak xe Bce-Taku s BbKmI? — nonymain IlleH, oopamasics K Cucre-
Me. — bnaromapst TBouM aganTUpOBaHHBLIM apKaM $I CMOT cracTuch? MHe
OmaromapuTtb T€OSI?»

[Kxm... He coBcem. { xe ckazana, 4To cucTeMa 3aBUCJIa U I HUKAK
HE CMOIJIa Ha 3TO IOBIUSITH].

Ilen coBcem 3amyTaiicsd. Ero cnacia He aypa IJTaBHOTO Teposi M HE CO-
equHeHue apok Cucrtemoii...Yrto xe Torma?

[Barre 3omotoe siapo. Hu cBeT, HY ThMa He MOIJIU ITPOTUBOCTOSITh 3UM -
Heit cTyXe, HO, 00beIMHUBIINCH, CyMeIU. Tak Ha CBET pOAUIOCH «Meplia-
foniee siapo». lymaro, 3To Ballla JTM4YHasl 3aC/Iyra, Bedb Bbl TaK JI0JIT0 U YIIOP-
HO, XpaHsl B siipe ThbMY, LIETIJISUIMCH 3a €r0 CBEeT].

Illex mpuKpbLI IIa3a, BHYTPEHHUM B30POM IIBITAsICh OLIEHUTh MacIITa0
U3MEHEHUIA.
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«Mos? — mozyMalt OH ¥ MBICIIEHHO yeMexHyIcst. — He mymato, uto Mos.
D10 Benp Teso Toro, apyroro IlleHa, 3To ero 3010TO€ IPO, a 3HAYUT —
u 3acayru ero. CaM OBl ST HUKOIZA JaXkKe He MTOCTUT OCHOBEI».

[He Mory ¢ BaMu MMOMTHOCTBIO coriacuThesl. Kak 3akamHaTe b BB 10-
BOJIBHO TaJIAHTJIMBBI. YUUTHIBASI, YTO BAC HUKTO HE 00yJasl OCHOBaM, Ballie
yyThe KpaiiHe BeJInKo. Eciii ObI KTO-TO U3 cTapeillliiH y3HAl, 4TO BhI, BCe-
IO JIMIIb HECKOJIbKO MECSIIEB XUBSI B 3TOM MUPE U MPOYUTAB JIUIIb He-
CKOJIBKO JIECSITKOB KHUT, MOXETE CO3IaBaTh COOCTBEHHBIE 3aKJIMHAHUS
U TIeYaTy U TTOJIHOCTBIO, TTYCTh U UHTYUTUBHO, TTIOHUMAETE MPUHLIMIT UX pa-
0OTBI, OHU OBl BOJIOCKHI PBAJIM OT 3aBUCTU. MHOI'ME 3aKJIMHATEIM 32 COTHIO
JIET He MOTYT CO3[aTh HU OJHOTO TOJKOBOIO 3aKJIMHAHUS, TOJIBKO U YMe-
0T, YTO UCIOJIb30BATh JOCTUXXEHUS IPYTUX. A CKOJIBKO MPUAYMaIn Bbl
oT Heuero aenarhb? (M MeHs noHMMaIu UMU. )]

«He 3Hato, g He cunutan. Okoso mapsl AecsITKOB? S ux MpuayMbIBal
Ha BCSIKMI CITy4aii, MaJIo JIM KaKoe 3aJaHue MHe cynb0a rmonkuHet. M B uto-
re TIOYTH HU OAHO M3 HUX He Ipuroaniaock... Ho yero ato te1? Ilonbagpu-
Baellb MeHs1? He HyXXHO, s B TTOpsIIKe».

[Br1 Bcerna B mopsinke|, — HeomoOpuTeabHO 3ameTwina Cucrema.

— IlleH? — Tuxo nmo3Ban MyaH. — Tbl onsATh 3aCHY?

IlIleH oTKpbUI MIa3a U YCTABUJICS B ITOTOJIOK.

— Her, nipocTo... I HeMHoTO pactepsiH... © MHe HEMHOIO HEJIOBKO
3a Moe noBeneHue... — [lleH BcmoMHWI, Kak Tjiakai, He B CUjlaX OCTaHO-
BUTbCS. — JIOJDKHO OBITh, THI IyMaelllb, UTO S COBCEM MSITKOTEJIBIA.

MyaH romoJjyai, a 3aTeM MUMOJIETHO JIYKaBO YIBIOHYJICS U TIOCMOTpEI
Ha llleHa cTpOrUM B3MJISIAOM.

— S He TaK yX MHOTO Aymalo. A B 3HAaU€HUU 3TOT'0 CJI0Ba BOOOIIIE HE YBe-
peH.

— He npukuaeiBaiics, — cnerka yabioHycs Ilen.

— Her, npaBna He 3Ha0, — MyaH cepbe3HO nmokKauas rojoBoii. — DTo
3HAUUT MITKuUii TejoM? — OH nonbiTajics yiunayTh Illena 3a 6ok. — Ter
JIOBOJIbHO MSITKW, BEPHO.

IIenH pe3ko MOICKOYMIT:

— Korzga Tel Hay4yujicsd Tak IIyTUTH?!




MyaH coKOiHO CMOTpEJ Ha Hero.

— DTO CKpPBIThIE TAJaHThI, IPOCTO PaHbIlle HE ObLIO MOBOJA UX MPO-
SIBUTH. A THI YTO, OOUTITBCS IIEKOTKN?

— Jla, 6oroce! He 10065110 Takoe.

MyaH TosbKo ynbiOHYyncs. [IleH oTBepHy/cs u nmoaHsuics Ha Horu. OH
BCE ellle YyBCTBOBAJI CJ1a00CTh, HO 3TO OBLIO BIIOJHE TEPIIMMO.

— Iloronure...

IIIen TonbKo ceituac 0OpaTuia BHUMaHUE, YTO €70 BOJIOCHI HE pacchlma-
JOTCSl BOKPYT BOJIHOM, KaK OOBIYHO.

— Kocuuka? — OH nofuenu KOHIUK 1 yIUBJIEHHO MOIHEC K IJla3aM. —
OM... — B pyKkax oH Toxe 3aMeTWI u3MeHeHus1. — Thl 00pe3aa MHe HOT-
™? U 3amien MHe KOocuuky... Tebe uro, BOOOIIe HeuyeM OBLIO 3aHIThCS?

Hacrpoenue MyaHa pe3Ko UCTTOPTUIIOCH, Ha JIM1IE OTPa3UIOCh HETONO-
BaHue. [IpusHarbes, LlleH He oxuaan Takol peakiuv U AyMall, YTO TOT
MPOCTO OTILIYTUTCS.

— Jla nmagHo... — mouuea Ha rnonsaTHylo IleH. — f He 37110Ch, IPOCTO
3TO CTPaHHO...

— 3Haelllb, KOIjia YeJ0BeK, KOTOPbIi yyqoM u3bexan cMepTu, BMECTO
BBI3IOPOBJICHUS MBITAETCSI HAHECTU cebe KaK MOXHO OOJblle paH — BOT
3TO CTpPaHHO!

IIleH Bce ellle HE TOHS, YTO OH UMEET B BUILY.

— Two1 pa3 3a pa3om 10 KpoBU Llapamnai cBoe Tejio! 3Haelllb, Kak MHe J1a-
JINCh 3TU ceMb AHeit? OdeHb Henerko! Thl ele naxke He OYHYJICS TOJIKOM,
HO y>Ke BHOBb ObLT B COOCTBeHHOI KpoBu! U 51 Takske BUaen crapbie Hipa-
mbl! Thl He B nepBhIii pa3 3To aenai! Yo ¢ ToOoii He Tak, a?

Ilen cHayana noGJieaHeN, 3aTeM MOKPACHE U OMPOMETBIO OpOCHIC
Mpoub U3 KOMHaThl. Ha Hem Oblia TOHKAasl HUXKHSISI Ofiek/1a, OH He o0yJics,
J1a ¥ BOOOIIIe He 3HaJl, TIIe HAXOAWUTCS U Kyla MOT Obl TIOWTU, HO B TAaHHBIA
MOMEHT OH MPOCTO XOTeJI CKPBIThCS OT ocyXkaaroliero B3risiaa. Emy obu10
TaK CTBIHO, YTO XOTEJIOCh MTPOBAIUTHCI CKBO3b 3€MJIIO.

OH BbIOEXAT B KOPUIOP, CAeNal HECKOJBKO 11aroB U Pe3KO OCTaHO-
BUWJICSL.

«Kakoro yepra?! 3aueMm s1 coeraro?» — AOIILIO A0 HETO.
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IIlen oGepHysCSI HA OTKPBITYIO IBEPb, KOTOPasl OCTajJach BCETO JIMIIb
B IECSITKE METPOB MO3aaH.

Ha xak tak? Yrto Ha Hero Hanuio Boobue? OH 6bu1 He B cebe! HyxHo
OBIJIO cCKa3aTh, UTO OH He B cebe, u Bce. HyxkHO ObLIO OTHIYTUTHCS!

[lleH B HEpELIUTEIBHOCTU 3aMep Ha MecTe. BepHyTbcs ObLIO ObI CIUIII-
koM Tyno. Ho u 6exars npoub ObLIO He Jiydineid uaeeii. Oco3HaHue, Kak
OH TIOCTBIAHO cOexXas, MPUOUIO KPHILIKY Tpoba ero caMOOLEHKH Xele3-
HBIMU TBO3ISIMU.

OH Benb... OH BeAb HUKOTIA He ObLI ca0bIM YyeloBeKoM. TouHee, Bce
CBOM €J1abOCTH OH HAJEXHO 3arHaj B JaJIbHUM yroj U 3aKpbLT Ha 3aMOK.
Ho otuyero-to ¢ MyaHoM oH pa3 3a pa3oM ITonagaeT B CUTyallluu, KOIa ero
cJ1ab0CTH OOHaXAIOTCs MPOTUB €ro BoJiv. B Kakoii-To mMepe... B Kakoii-To
Mepe, Bo3MoxHO, [IleH ObUT HEe TPOTUB OTKPHITHCS. Benb MMeHHO Tak cOIu-
JKaroTCcsl HopMabHble moau? Jlensatcess CokpoBeHHbIM. Ho... HO... HO... Ha-
BEPHOE, €CTh Belll1, KOTOPLIE JIy4Ille OCTABUTh IO 3aMKOM, MHA4YE 3TO UC-
MOPTUT 00pa3s.

«YT1o ¢ ToOOIt HEe Tak?»

«Moxer, s1 6e3ymen? M mpocTo XOpoIlIo 3TO CKPhIBAIO».

«CkpbIBaii 1 ganpire. Th ITyraeiib JIOOS».

Illen B3moxHyn. 3aueM oH cOexan? HyxHo Obu10 OTHIYTUTHCS. HyXHO
OBLJIO CKa3aThb, YTO €My CHMJICS IJIOXOM COH, YTO 3TO MPOCTO JIYHATU3M.
Ho ero Hakpbuia Takasi BOJHA CThIJa, YTO OH HE CMOT MBICJIUTH 31PaBo.
A MyaH Benpb NOYyBCTBOBAJI 3TY BOJIHY...

Hano xe, kakoe no3opuiiie: oH u Tejo 3toro llleHa ucnoprui.

MyaH ycTajao OTKMHYJICS HA KpOBaTh, MIPUKPHIB I1a3a pykoil. OH MoHUMAJ,
YTO HE HYXXHO OBUIO ITOJHMUMATH 3Ty TeMy. OH He coOupacst IIOTHUMATh
a1y TeMy. OH npocTto He cMmor caepxaTbes. Korna IlleH cipoBourpoBai
€r0 CBOMM HM3IeBATeILCKUM BOMPOCOM, SMOLIMU BHITLIECHYIUCH Yepe3 Kpaii.
«Yto ¢ To6o0i1 He Tak? UTo ¢ ToOOI He Tak? UTO TBOPUTCS B TBOEI ro-
soBe? A Ha caMoM felte... Xouy y3HaTh. Xouy y3HaTb BCE, XOUY TTOHSITh».
[Mouemy Ha UcTBITAHUM TTHKA JIyXOBHOTO IIIUTA €T0 AyX IIPEeaCcTall B 00pa-
3e apyroro yesnoBeka? [loueMy oH mepepesai cede ropso, yousasi MOHCTpa?




ITouemy mpocun He naBaTh obemanuii? [loyeMy pemmi moxkepTBoBaTh CO-
60i1 pamu Ana? IToyeMy Ha ero Teje paMbl OT COOCTBEHHBIX HOI'TEi?

U 570 ObLIM TOJIBKO caMble CBexXMe Bopockl. HecMmoTtpst Ha To yTto MyaH
OIIYIIAJ €TO SMOLMU, UCTOJIKOBATh UX MPABUIHHO ObIJIO HEBEPOSITHO CJIOXK-
Hoii 3amaueii. Kazanoch, y [lleHa B rpyau mocTosiHHAsT MellIaHHA YyBCTB,
M 9TO HE CUMTasl TeX MOMEHTOB, KOIIa BCe IepeKphIBaeT 00Jb. YepT mobde-
pU, Kakast UpOHHUSI: OH MOXET OLIYIIaTh SMOLIMU CBOETO ApYra U CJbIIIATh
€ro MBICIIM, HO BCE PAaBHO HM UepTa He moHuMaeT! MyaH paHbIlIe U TOLy-
MaTh Obl HE MOT, YTO PACITOJIOXEHUS MOXET ObITh HEAOCTATOUHO U HY>KHO
Tak nIyooko KoraTh. XoTs llleH Bcerga mpuTsArnBaj BHUIMaHUE CBOUM He-
OOBIYHBIM B3IJISIIOM Ha MUp, 1O KaKO-TO HesICHOU NpuunuHe MyaH pe-
LW, YTO CO BpEMEHEM BOIIPOCOB 0e3 OTBeTa CTaHeT MeHblie. M BOT oH
3[1eCh, OCO3HAET, YTO Ha3biBaeT llleHa cBouM Opyrom, HO BCe paBHO HU Yep-
Ta He MoHMMaeT ero. M yeMm cuibHee OH OSCIIOKOUTCSI O HEM, TEM 4allle
3naurcs! Bort u ceityac. XoTsk OH He CCOpPUMJICS C HUM, HO 3HAJI, UTO HE CTO-
WJIO 3aBOAUTH 3Ty Temy. IIpocTo oH He oxuaain, yto IlleH Tak Bocpumer
ero cioBa. OH nymai, uto IlleH pa3o3auTcss UJIM HAYHET 3alllUIIAThC,
HO TOT IIPOCTO yOexa.

MyaH B3noxHyJ. OH TaM HOCUTCSI IO XOJIOAHBIM KOpUAOpaM OGOCUKOM
U B TOHKOI ofieX]1e, a Belb TOJILKO HeIaBHO Juxopanaka npoiuia. Ho u Ge-
»KaThb CJIEIoM, IepxKa B 3y0ax Tanku, MyaH He Xeal.

IlleH mepecTymui ¢ HOru Ha HOry. XOIUTb Iie Obl TO HU ObUIO B TAKOM BUIE
ObLIO HEMPUJINYHO, HO BepHYThcs... LlleH mpencraBui, Kak 3To OyIeT Bbl-
IJISLIETh, U €T0 TYOBI PACTSIHYJIMCH B YIBIOKE. DTO MOIJIO ObI BEITVISIIETD JaKe
3a0aBHO. IlleH Mor 661 MpUTBOPUTHLCS. BOT TOJIBKO Mpo0bemMa B TOM, 4TO
MyaH ITOYyBCTBYET €0 peaJibHble 9MOLIMM, €T0 He BHIIET OONYPUTD.

IlleH oTBepHYyJICS OT ABEPU, KOTOpasi MaHWJIa, HO OKa3ajlach Hemocsra-
ema. OH motliies o KOpUaopy.

Ho He ycnien cuenaTh M HECKOJBKHUX IIATOB, KAK KTO-TO CTPEMUTEIBHO
MPUOIU3WICS €331 U B OMHO ABMXKEHHE OOXBATUJI €r0 3a TUIeUM U 1Ielo,
MIPUMEHSISI HEUTO TTOXO0XKee Ha yaylaonumii 3axsart. IlleH gepHyscs ot He-
OXUIAaHHOCTH, HO 3aTe€M 3aMep, PEIIUB, YTO C TICUXaMU JIYYIlIe He CIIOPUTh.
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«Ecnu s He moTaly eMy Tanku, a MoTallly ero K Tarikam — 3TO He CUU-
TaeTcsl», — MoayMaJsl yIepXXUBaloluil ero B 3axBate MyaH. OH pa3maliu-
CTBIM 11IarOM TOIIeJ Ha3al, Kpernko nmpuxkasn K cede [IleHa Ha ciryvaii, eciu
TOT HauYHET BbIpbiBaThcs. Horu crapeiitmubl nuka YepHoro JoToca BOJIO-
YUJIUCH 110 TIoNy, U MyaH ¢ yauBieHueM oTMeTu, uto IlleH, moxoxe, uc-
MOJIb3YET CBOIO M3TIO0JEHHYIO TAKTUKY «IIPUTBOPUTHCS JOXJIbIM». MyaH
C Omnackoil ckocui mia3za. Ero mocetnia Mbicib, 4yto IlleH BekKumaeT Mo-
MEHT JU1s1 KOHTpaTaku. Ho HeT, TOT MpoCTO BLIETIUJICS B €T0 PYKY U 3aKMY-
puJcs, TO3BOJISISI TALLIUTD Ce0sl, a ero 0OBIKHOBEHHO OJIeAHbIE 1K OKpa-
CWJI TIYHLIOBBI pyMsiHell. MyaH MpUCIylaics K ero SMOLMSIM U TTOHSLI,
YTO TOT IMKO CMYIIIEH.

MyaHn crpy3ui IlleHa Ha KpoBaTh, a caM HalllapyJl pyKOM CTOSIIIUIA He-
MojJajieKy carnor ¥ akKypaTHO Hajel Ha ero Hory. IlleH cBepxy BHU3 TO-
cMoTpes Ha MyaHa, MPOIOJIKMBIIETO TAKYIO XK€ MaHUMYJISLIMIO CO BTOPOA
ero Horoit. OH BAPYT MOUYBCTBOBAJI ce0s1 KYKJIOi, KOTOPOIi 3arjienu Ko-
CUYKY, 00pe3ajii HOTOTKH, a TeIepb BOT HapsKaroT. DTO ObLIO KpaiiHe
cTpaHHoe olyiieHue. [IpeBpalaTbcs B UTPYIIKY eMy aOCOTIOTHO He XO-
tesoch. Ho oH mouemy-To Moyai.

MyaH oTolen K JaJbHeMy CTOJUKY U BEPHYJICS ¢ KOMIUIEKTOM BEpX-
Hell ofexXbl, aKKypaTHO paclpsiIMUB ee U aepxka Tak, yto IlleHy ocraBa-
JIOCh TOJIBKO MPOJETh PyKU B pyKaBa. Onexaa oka3ajach HaChIILIEHHOTO
OarpstHoOro 1BeTa, OUeHb MTOXOXKEro Ha TOT ero KpacHblit Hapsa. LlleH mo-
Tporajl TKaHb, yMasi, YTO 3TO CTPAHHOE COBMAAEHUE, U TYT €ro MOCETUIa
Jlorajika:

— Iloroau-xa... Torna B ropose Xex, Koraa s mpukasaji X0351uHYy TOCTH -
HUIIbI HAWTHU MHE OJEXTy, €€ OCTABUJIM y Iopora Moeil kKomHarhl... Ha ca-
MOM JigJie 3TO Thl ee Kyrui?

MyaH ynbiOaics I1a3aMu, IIpoaoJKasl 3aCTErMBaTh U 3aBsI3bIBaTh Oa-
rpsiibiil Hapsin Ha [llene. ToT mopaxkeHHO ycTaBUJICS Ha HETO.

— A... A c Kakoro MOMEeHTA Hy... BbUT MOMEHT, KoTma Thl momyMal: «Jii,
a 9TOT MapeHb He Oe3HanexkeH»? S uMero B BUy, KOTIa Thl MOHSLI, YTO XO-
Yyelrb ObITh MouM ApyroM? — OH nocMoTpesl Ha MyaHa, TeM BpeMeHeM 00-
MaTbIBAIOIIIETO KPACHbIN MOSIC BOKPYT €r0 TaTUH.
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Myan nonro He orBevai, u LlleH momyman, 9ro cripammBaTh TOT00HOE
obL10 D1yTio. OH caM Obl He cKa3aJl, KOraa MPpUBS3aIcs K cTapeiIimHe muKa
CIaBBbI, 3TO MPOUCXOIUIIO TTIOCTeTIeHHO. Teriepb OH, KOHEYHO, TIOHUMAJT, 4TO
B KaKoii-To MOMEHT Ha MyaHa CTajio HarpaBJIeHO CJIUIIIKOM MHOTO €TI0 MbIC-
Jieii 1 uyBcTB. Ho korma 3To npousoiuio? Korna oH mouyBcTBOBa, YTO MO-
JKeT NOBepsTh eMy? Mim moBepui, 4To pacrojioxkeHue MyaHa uckpeHtee?

MyaH Ha caMOM Jiejie TIpeKpacHO MOMHWI TOT MOMEHT, KOTOPBIi cTal
MepeJIoMHBIM B ero oTHommeHnu K Illeny. I[Tociae Hero oH mocMoTpen
Ha [lleHa apyrumu miazamu M cTajl IPUIISAbIBATHCH K 3TOMY YYAUKY U I10-
CTeMeHHO Bce 0oJblie MpUBS3bIBaThesl. BOT ToMbKO... TOT MOMEHT He nie-
JlaeT eMy 4ecTH, 1 MyaH TogyMaj, YTO MOXEeT PacCTPOUTh €T0 CBOMM OT-
KpoBeHHeM. UMEHHO Mo3ToMy, TOPa3MbICIMB KaKOe-TO BpeMsl, OH OTBETHUJI:

— Bcernma xoren.

B Illena cioBHO ynapwia MosiHus. OH ocibimancsa? Yro? Beerna? Bee-
rma? Ho 3To ke 3Ha4uT, 4ToO...

«He MoxeT ObITh!»

Ho ecnu momymarts... Ep yke He pa3 o1ubascsi B CBOeil HOBeJlJIe B TpaK-
TOBKE XapaKTepoB NepcoHaxkeit. To, Kak MyaH TTOCTOSTHHO CCOPMJICS U TIOI-
nesan opuruHanbHoro IlleHa... MoxeT ObITh, MPUYKMHA B TOM, YTO OH Ha ca-
MOM JieJie BOCXUIIAJICS MM 1 XOTeJ CTaTh OJke?

Mozxer.

Ho opurunanbhbiit [lleH ObLT CIUIIKOM XOJIOAE€H U HEMTPUCTYIIEH, T0-
3TOMY 3TO He TTOJIYYUJIO pa3BUTHS. M TYT MOSBUIICS ATOT MomanaHell, Ta-
KOW IIyTbIi U LETUISIOLIUIACS 3a JIIOACH. ..

— Yto Takoe? — MyaH nodyBcTBOBaJI, yTo HacTpoeHue IlleHa pe3ko
MepeMeHUIIOCh.

Illen He 3HAJ, CMEATHCS €My WM TUTaKaTh.

— Huyero, — oTo3Bascs oH.

3aKoHYHUB C TIosicoM, MyaH ToaBes ero K BBICOKOMY 3epKaly.

Illen monro BcMaTpuBalics B «CBOE» OTpaxkeHUe. Y3Kue YepHbie OpOBH,
pe3Kue, HO JOBOJBbHO YTOHUYEHHBIE YePThl JIU1IA, CTaTHasl BbICOKasi (pury-
pa. OobexTuBHO, 3TOT IlleHn ObuT Xopour. Ero kpacora Oblia X0a0gHOIM
u MaHsei. Hocu oH 9To U110 ¢ BHICOKOMEPUEM — U CKOJIbKUE Obl TN
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K €r0 HoraM B 3KeJlaHUM yCIIy>kuTh? OH HUKorna He 3ameydan B LlleHe oco-
0oit ipuBiIeKaTeabHOCTH... Hy Kak «ocoboii». Ero okpyxanu deccmepT-
Hbl€ 3aKJIMHATEIM BBIJAIOIIEHCS KPacoThl, a U TJIaBHbIU repoil nMmes co-
OTBETCTBYIOIIYIO BHEIIHOCTh. Ha ux ¢poHe Kpacora IlleHa Ka3zaigoch eMy
00BbIIeHHOI, HO... C yero oH peuwi, YTo MyaH pasmisiie] ero camoro
3a 9TUM CJIOEM KOXu?

Cniyctuch ¢ Hebec Ha 3emito! JIronu He 3axoadT Tak ganeko. Komy nH-
TEPECHO CJIOM 3a CJI0EM BBIKOBBIPUBATH HAa CBET TBOIO AYIINY? DTO HENIEIIO.
Ja 1 yto ThI co6oii npenacrasisgeib 6e3 «Illena»? dymaewb, MyaH npo-
HUKCSI CUMITIaTHel K BOpOXy 0e3yMusi, K KOMKY HEYyBEpPEHHOCTH, CTOT'Y MpO-
0J1eM, KOTOPBIi Thl COO0M mpeacTapiselib? KTo B 31paBoM yMe 3aX04eT
BBSI3bIBAThCS B TaKoe?!

«9Ta obonouka... Bce ato npunamiexur Illeny. Dto ero Teso cMoOmIO
COTBOPUTH MepLAIOIIIEe SIAPO. DTO ero JOST AyXu. DTO y HEro ecTb opa-
Thd ¥ BHY4YKa. BoT u a3ToT apyr... — lllen mocMmoTtpen Ha oTpaxkeHne Mya-
Ha B 3epkajyie, — ero?..»

OH npoCTO XOASYUit TPYTI.

— WM3-3a yero 1hI paccTpouiicsa? He HpaBuTcs, Kak BeIIsiauIb? S mo-
JyMaJl, 3TOT LIBET TeOe K JIUILY...

«41 TTo3BOIMII cebe myMaTh, YTO ST OCOOCHHEI... boxe, Kak HanBHO. MHe
VK€ CTOJIBKO JIET, a 51 BCe elle Bepio B uyneca. I[Ipocto aypak».

OH He MOT TTO3BOJIUTh 3MOIIUSIM CHOBA HaXJIbIHYTh Ha HEro, TOJIbLKO
He ceityac. OH He MOT TTO3BOJIMThL MyaHY TOHSITh, UTO €r0 PACCTPOUJIO.

«Bcernma».

Teb6e HyxeH opurnHaiabHbii [leH. Sl — Bcero Iuib momaenaka.

— Pacckaxu MHe, 4TO POM30IILIO MOCJIe TOTO, KaK... KXM... sl CTaJl To-
CMOAMHOM 3UMHeN cTyXu, — norpedoBai IlleH, 4TOObI OTBEUbCS. —
MpuI Xe Bce ellle B cTpaHe ¢elipu ceiiyac?

— 3UMHUI KOposb Djlac cKasajl, YTO Thl €ro JAPYT.

— Xopour «apyr», — Bo3myTtuics IleH.

— BBl ¢ HUM He ObLIM 3HAKOMBI paHbliie?

— Hert! — Bocknuknyn lllen u ocexcsi. OH coBepiIeHHO 3a0bLI, YTO,
IO JIeTeHe, «<He TOMHUT» HEKOTOPbIE AETaM CBOETO TMPOILIJIOro U TaK-TO
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TTOHSTHUS HE UMEET, MOT JIN OBITh 3HAKOM OpUTHHAILHEIN 1leH ¢ deiipu. —
S He moMHI0, — OBICTPO UcTIpaBwiIcs oH. — Ho B MpoTUBHOM ciyyae mo-
YyeMy OH cpasy MeHs He y3Ha?

— ThI OBLT B Macke.

[llen ymycTn aTy AeTajb.

— AX, TouHO... 11 4TO, OH MO CTapoii MaMsATU MPEAJIOKII HaM Pacro-
JaraTbcs?

— Yto-TO Bpome atoro. OH XOTel IIOTOBOPUTH C TOOOM, KOTIA TH 0Y-
Helbes. Ecnu xoueliib, s MOTY 1O3BaTh €ro MPpsSIMO ceifyac.

len xoTen ObLIO OTKA3aTbCsl, HO 3aTEM CMEKHYJI, YTO 3TO MO3BOJUT
XOTsI OBbI Ha BPEMST OCTaThCSl OTHOMY.

— Ecnu Tebe He cioxHO.

MyaH KMBHYJ M BBIIIET U3 KOMHaTHI, a IlleH moBamuiicsa Ha KpoBaTh
U MMPUKPBLI I71a3a.

OH OTBETWJI Ha YYBCTBa, OOpallleHHbIE K IPYTOMY UeI0BEKY.

«Bcerna».

Bcero onHo ¢10B0 00py1INIIO ero ¢ Hebec Ha 3eMIt0. « bl Belb 3HaJI, Thl
BeIb 3HAJ, THI BeIb 3HAJ... 3aU4eM ThI IIOBEPHII?»

«$1 He cobuparch OTKa3bIBaThCsl OT TeOsI, KaK APYrUe».

Ot xoro MyaH He cobupaeTrcs oTka3biBaTbesi? Koro Bce 310 BpeMst BU-
Jenu ero miasza?!

3anepTolil B uyxkoM Tese. [lonaepxuBaroinii BAAUMOCTD XXU3HU Y-
roro yesioBeka. OH Tak HAMBHO MOBEPUJI, YTO MyaH pasIysiaes ero HacTo-
SIIETO. ..

«41 He cobupaloCch OTKA3BIBATLCS OT T€0SI, KaK APYrUe».

OTu cioBa MpeaHa3HaYaIlCh HE eMY.

[loitmMu oH 3TO 9yTh paHbIie... OH HU 32 YTO HE OTKPBUICS W HE TTOTSI-
HyJics ObI HaBcTpeuy. Ternepsb AJ1s1 HEero yxe cluiikom rmo3aHo. Ho... «Bce-
raa»?

DTO TeNo Tenepb €ro, HO HUYETO BOKPYT MO-TIPEXKHEMY He TIpUHAaIe-
KUT eMy. OH CJIOBHO Oe3/uKasi TeHb, TTPOoJieBalollasi BUAUMOCTb KU3HU
JIaBHO TTOrmoIIero yemoseka. Ecim oHM Bee y3HAIOT... 2Kene3Hasl eBa mo-
KaxeTcs eMy O4YeHb JIETKOI CMEPThIO.
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[Kxm-kxm, — mpuBiekia BHumManue Cucrema. — Pa3 yxx Bbl moka HU-
YeM He 3aHSIThl, 00bsIBIsI0 6a/1bl. [ToCcKOMbKY cUCTeMa Mepe3arpy3uiach,
OHU y Bac BEpHYJUCH K 3HaUeHU10 no ymoiayaHuto 100. Mou cobosie3Ho-
BaHMs1, BEIb Bbl YCIIEJM HAKOMUTD OOJIbllle YeThIpeX Thicsidy. Hy na HeBax-
HO, CKOPO BHOBb YBEJIMUYUTE ITOT MOKa3aTellb, Beb CTOJbKO HOBBIX apOK
afmanTUPOBANIOCh... KcTaTh, Bce OTKPBITHIE 3aMaHMs TaKKe CIIETENH, TaK
YTO s1 HE CMOT'Y HAUMCJIUTD OajlTbl 32 UX BbIMoHeHUe. [lepeuncianTh ananTu-
pOBaHHEBIE K TEKYIIEMY MOMEHTY apKu?|

YuyureiBag Bce, 4To ero 6ecrnokomno, lleH 6e3 ocoboit ropeun mpuHsLI
TOT (DaKT, YTO TEeNePb Y HEFO BHOBb TOJILKO CTO OAJIJIOB.

«He ceityac», — monpocui oH.

MuHyT uepe3 gecaTh MyaH BepHYJICS BMECTE C 3SMMHUM KOPOJIEM.

— Ilpoliy npoiieHus1, YTO He yY3HaJ TeOsl, YeJIOBEK, — C IMopora HaJyaji
ToT. — Ho oTuero e u Thl He cKa3aa MHe o cebe? MEI Benb apy3bs!

— 41 3a0b11 00 3TOM, — XMYpo oto3Baiics IlleH.

Deiipy BBITISAIECT HETTOHUMATOIIIVIM.

— Jleno B ToM, uto LlleH rmonBepres... HETAaTABHOMY BO3IIEHCTBUIO U B MO-
ceaHee BpeMsi MHOTOE He TTIOMHUT U3 MPOIIUIOro, — MOosICHUI MyaH.

On xunyn Ha [lleHa TpeBoXXHBIIM B3Is1a. MyaHa 1 caMoro 6ecIiokomia
9Ta MoTeps NaMsITU. DTo He oracHo? YTo, eciiv 310 OyIeT ycyryoiasaThes?
OH cMor 3a0bITh TAK MHOTO, AaXe OJIM3KUX emy Jitoaeid. YTto, eciin omHax-
JIbl OH IIPOCHETCS U 3a0yaeT BoooO1e Bce? HecMoTpst Ha To uTo MyaH uc-
KpeHHe cuuTai, uyto llleH cTan Kyna cyacTiiMBee, KOraa Bce 3a0bll, U B 1ie-
JIOM BBINJISIIUT IPYTUM YEJIOBEKOM, HENIb3sI MO3BOJIUTh €r0 COCTOSIHUIO
YXYIAIIUTBCS.

— Bor kak? Yto X... [IoJ2KHO OBITh, ITO3TOMY ThI BCE €IIle XKUB... — 3a-
JYMYUBO MPOU3HEC 3UMHUIT KOPOJIb.

— A? — yauBIIeHHO mocMoTpel Ha Hero [lleH.

— B nocnenHoo Hally BCTpedy Thl IPUHEC MHE KOE-4TO U ITOMpPO-
CMJI COXpaHUTh. Takue Bellln — 3TO KaK MOCIeIHUe CIOBa WU 3aBella-
HUE, 00 3TOM He IIPOCHT, eClIU COOUPAIOTCS KUTh Aanblie. MMeHHO TTo-
3TOMY $1 OBIJT YBEPEH, YTO HaM OoJibllle He CyxXIeHO cBuaeThes. I1o aToit
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MPUYMHE I HE Y3HAJ TeOs Mo TOil MacKoii: OT TeOs BesIO COBEPIIEHHO
JIPYTOii aypoii, Thl BeJ ceOsl U BhIIIsAAE MHaue. Terepb MHe CTaJIo MOHSIT-
HO, UTO 3TO M3-3a MOTepU MaMsITU. JJ0KHO OBITh, IO3TOMY Thl BCE €llle
>kuB. IToMHUIIb YTO-11MO0 00 3TOM?

Ycnbimas o xejaaHuu cMepTd, MyaH KuHyn Ha IlleHa moTpsiceHHBbI
B3IJISI]I, 4 3aTE€M MOIOIIEN U TIPUCE BO3JIe HETO Ha KPOBATh.

3aMeTuB ero MOmbITKY noaaepxathb, LlleH mpeBpaTuiics B UCTyKaHa.

— Her, s He moMHIO HU 0 YeM TakoM... Uto s Tebe otman?

— 1 mory nmokasaTh MpsIMO ceifyac.

IIleH pe3ko MOACKOYMII, YTOOBI ITOCIEIOBATh 32 3UMHUM KOPOJIEM.

— IMorooute, — 3amMepeB BO3Jie ABEPEii, MPOU3HEC OH, — BCE 3TO, KO-
HEYHO, MHTEPECHO, HO IJe MOi YUeHUK U cTtapeiiiinHa Teabr? OHU Bce
elle B cTpaHe ¢eiipu?

— Ha, oHu Bce ellie 31eCh, — 00EpHYBILIKUCH, MOATBEPAUT 3UMHUI KO-
pOJib.

— ITouyemy THI He oTnpaBua Ana oopaTtHo? Pa3Be He TakoB OBbIJI HaIll
yroBop? OH 371ech yXe 1LenbIX ceMb nHei? YeM oH muTtaeTrcs?

MyaH XMypo YCTaBUJICS Ha HETO, HO MBICJIM €TI0 BCe ellle 3aHUMAaJIH CJI0-
Ba (peiipu o Tom, uto IlleH cobupascs ymMepeThb U TOJBKO MOTepsl MaMsITU
yaepxKalia ero oT 3TOro Iiara.

— XM... XopoI1110, HauHeM ¢ TBOETO yUeHMKa, — B3IOXHYJ 3UMHUI KO-
posb. — Jla, y Hac OblIa TOTOBOPEHHOCTh, U MBI MOMJIaTall €TO pPaHy.
Ho oka3zanoch, 4To OH HaBeJl OecopsIIOK B 3MMHEM Cafy, 1, IIoKa He Mpu-
BeleT BCe B M3HAUYAJbHbBIN BUI, ocTaHeTcs 3aech. Yem nutaetca? He Boi-
Hylicd, B elle eMy He OTKa3bIBaIOT. YIIpexXaas CIAeIyIOIIii BOIIpoc: Koraa
HacTaHeT BpeMsl BEpHYTb €T0 B Balll MUD, S1 HE CTaHy €ro 3[eCh AepXaTh,
U efa eiipu He TPUUUHUT eMy BpeJa.

— JlagHO, — TaKoe MoJIoXKeHMe Belllelt 3HaunTeabHo ycrokousio IleHa.

— 3akJIMHaTeNlb pacckasall Tebe, YTO CIyYUI0Ch C TBOUM siapoM? —
BHE3AITHO CITPOCHII 3UMHMI KOPOJIb.

— Her. A on 3naer? — llleH ynuBiieHHO TocMoTtpes Ha MyaHa. — Kcra-
TH, Kyaa AellaTh 3uMHss ctyxa? S ee coBepilleHHO He omunymap. Tel 3a-
Opai ee?
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