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KPbICA
B JIABMPVHTE



Szczur w labiryncie, 1956
[TepeBop A. Bbpyckuna, 1963



YAOKHA Ha MOAKM ITAIIKM C IPOTO-

KOAQMU OIIBITOB, 3aIlep mKad), IoBe-

CHA KAIOY Ha I'BO3AB M HAIIPABUACS
K ABepH. I1larm 3BOHKO Pa3HOCUAUCE B Harpe-
TOM TUIIWHEe. B3ABIINCH 3@ PYUKY, S 3aMep C
TIIOAHSITOM TOAOBOM: ITOCABINIAACS AETKHUM TO-
PONAMBEIN HIeAecT. «KpbIca, — MEABKHYAO Y
MeHs B TOAOBe. — YApaAa U3 KAeTKU ? DTO He-
BO3MOJXHO». NaOUPHUHT, PACCTaBACHHEBINM Ha
CTOAA@X, I MOT OXBATUTh OAHUM B3TrAsIAOM. [TeT-
ASIIOIITE KOPUAODPYUKH ITOA CTEKASTHHOM KPBIIII-
KoM OblAM ITycThl. HaBepHOe, nmokazarock. Oa-
HAKO s He ABHTaAcs ¢ MecTa. CHOBa LIOPOX Y
OKHA. OTUYETAUBEIN CTYK KOrOTKOB. OOepHYB-
IIIUCH, I OBICTPO IIPUCEA M 3aTASTHYA T10A, CTOABL.
Huuero. OnaTh MIOPOX, Ha 3TOT pa3 C APyrou
CTOPOHBHI. ‘I IIOACKOUYMA K ITeYKe. YIIPIMBIN II1y-
MOK AOHECCS U3-3a CIIMHEL. 3aCTBIB Ha MecCTe, 5
MeAAEHHO ITOBEPHYA FOAOBY U IIOCMOTPEA Kpa-
eM raasa. CeeTao u Tuxo. Emle mopox, u emje —
C IPOTUBOIIOAOKHOY CTOPOHEL. fI pe3Ko pa3pBU-
HyA cTOABL. Huuero. CoBceM psiAOM CO MHOIM Ha-
XaAbHAas BO3HS, TPECK PA3rpel3aeMoro AepeBa.
HenopBM KHEIN, KaK U3BAasTHUE, I OOBOAUA TAQ-
3aMu KOoMHaTy. Huuero. HeoxupaHHO Tpu-de-
TBIPpE PEe3KUX II0pOoXa, WIYM II0A CTOAAMH.
ApO>Kb OTBpallleHus IIPOIIIAa ¥ MEHS II0 CIIMHE.
«Hy He 6ouIIbCA JKe ThI KPBIC», — YTOBAPUBAA
cebs. OT mKaduuKa, KOTOPLINA I TOABKO UTO
3amnep, AOHECCS YHEePrUYHBIA CKPeXXeT 3yOOB.
51 TOACKOYMA K ABEpPIlaM — 3@ HUMU 4TO-TO Me-
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yeTcsd, MATKO KAOKOUeT, TpenenieT. CphIBalo 3aMOK... CEPBIY KAYOOK Ae-
TUT MHe IIPIMO B TpyAb. OXBaueHHBIN y>KacoM, 3aAbIXasach, C OTBPATHU-
TEeABHBIM KOMKOM B T'OPA€, CA€AAB TaKOe yCUAmMe, OYATO CBAAUA C cebs
KaMeHHYIO IAUTY, I IPOCHYACH.

B aBTOMOOUAE OBIAO TeMHO. S epBa pa3rasipen Tpoduab PobepTa B
3eAeHOM cBeTe MpubopoB. OH HeOPEKHO OTKUHYACST Ha3ap ¥ CKPeCTHUA
pPyKu Ha pyae. [Ae-To OH TOACMOTpPEA 3Ty 103y, HaBEpPHOE, ¥ KAaKOTO-
HUOYAB IPOECCUOHAABHOTO BOAUTEAS.

— Hy, uTo TaMm c To6011? He MOXellb yCUAETh? YKe MOABEe3)KaeM.

— AVIIHO B 3TOY¥ KOPOOKe, — OYPKHYA ¢, OITyCKas CTEKAO, 1 IIOACTa-
BUA AUIIO pe3KOMY BeTpy. ThbMa CTPEeMUTEABHO AeTeAd Hasap, TOABKO
A€HTa II0CCe Ilepea HaMU MepHO IToKauyuBaAach B cBeTe dap.

OAUH IOBOPOT, APYT'OM — CHOIIBI CB€TAa OTKPHIBAAU AAUHHBIE KOPHU-
AOPBI ME>KAY CTBOAAMM BBICOKHX coceH. Kak Oeable IpHU3paKy, BEICKA-
KMBAAU M3 MpakKa M UCYe3aru AOPO’KHEBEIE CTOAOMKU. HeokxupaHHO ac-
danbT KOHUHMACH. «IlleBpoAe» IMOANIPBIIHYA Ha BEIOOWHE M, IIPUIIASICHI-
Bas, IOMYAACS Y3KOU A€CHOU AOPOTOM — II0 MHE MYPAllIKU IPOOe’Karu
IIPU MBICAH, YTO MBI CEM9aC HAAETUM Ha KaKOM-HUOYAb HEBBIKODUYEBAH-
HBIY IeHb. Ho s cMoaudan. Aec iepep HaMU TOPeAeA, AePEBbsI PacCTyIIN-
AMICBH, M MBI OKa3aAUCh Ha MecTe. Kak g u okupana, PobepT He ybaBuA
CKOPOCTHU Ha Kpalo MOASHBI U CO CKPE’KeTOM 3aTOPMO3UA Yy CaMOTO II0-
AOTHHINA TTaAaTKH, OA€AHO IIPOCBEUYMBAIOIEro CKBO3b TeMHOTY. Ilepe-
AHUMU KOAECAMM MBI UyTh He YIEPAUCH B KOABIIIKY, K KOTOPBIM OBIAU
IIPUBA3aHBL TPOCHL. Sl y>Ke XO0TeA BEIpyTaThk PoOepTa 3a rAyIyto OpaBaay,
HO BCIIOMHMA, UTO 3TO HAIll IOCAEAHUMN Beuep.

B OaGanu Ha noute PobGepTa 0KHMAAAO U3BECTHE, YTO Yepe3 ABa
AHS OH AOAJKEH SIBUTHCS B PeAaKIUio. POBHO CTOABKO BpeMeHHU HYyK-
HO, YTOOBI IPEOAOAETE O€e3 MAaAOTO THICAUYY KUAOMETPOB, OTAEASIOMIUX
Hal Aarepb oT OTTaBe: A0 OAGaHM Ha aBTOMOOUAE, IIOTOM Ha IIapo-
XOA€ U CHOBAa — aBTOCTpapa. PobepT mpeprOsKUA MHE OCTaThCd Ha
o3epe A0 KOHIIa CeHTSIOPs, KaK MBI PaCCUUTHIBAAY, HO 51, KOHEYHO, He
COTAACHUACH.

Cpa3sy >Ke 3a TOPOAOM, BEIe3’Kasl B CyMepKaxX Ha aBTOCTPAAY, MEI I1e-
peexaam 3aina. ITo 6blra eAUHCTBEHHAsS AMUb, €eCAU He CUMTATh (pope-
A€M, UTO AOCTaAacCh HaM B AOOBIUY. MBI B3g9AU ero B MallIMHY U cetuac
IPUHSAANCH TOTOBUTD Y KUH. 3a41] ObIA CTAPHIY U IO3TOMY OTHEYIIOPHBIHN;
MOACTYIIMTBCS K HEMY YAQAOCH TOABKO OKOAO IIOAYHOUYHU. Bopeba ¢ Moua-
AMCTBEIM >KapKHM HEMHOI'O pa3Besia Hallle IOXOPOHHOE HACTPOEHWUE;
3TOMY CIIOCOOCTBOBAAO M IUBO, IPUIPATAHHOE B Oara)KHUKE AT KaKo-
ro-HuOyAb 0CODOOT0 CAyYasi. MBI pellIvAY, YTO Ceuac UMEHHO TaKOM CAY-
4ali. PoGepT BADYT BCIIOMHUA O IIPUBE3E€HHBIX U3 TOPOAKA ra3eTax u Io-
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IIIeA 3a HMUMHKM K MallIMHe. FaCHYU_[I/Iﬁ KOCTep AdBAA MAAO CBeTa, U OH

BKAIOUMA OAHY (hapy.
— IToracu! — KpUKHYA 4.
— Cernuac.

OH pa3A0KUA Ta3eTHhIE TTOAOTHUIIIA.

— TBI HEAOCTOUH KUTH B 9TOM TIOYTEHHOU A€CHOM TAYIIH, — CKa3an
s, 3aKypHuBas TpyoKy. — ['Opo>KaHUH HeCUYaCTHHIMN.

— Ayullle ocAyImiali. — PobepT HaKAOHUACS Hap raszetoy. — ToT
MeTeop, 0 KOTOPOM MUCAaAU Ha IIPOIIAOY HepeAe, TOMHUINEL? CHOBA IO-
Kasancs.

— Yenyxa.

— Aa HeT, CAyIIaH: «...CeTOAHS PaHO YTPOM — 3TO BYEpAIIHAA
razeTta — OH B TPeTHUU pa3 NIPUOAMBUACSH K 3eMAE U, BXOAS B BEpPXHUE
cAOU aTMoCephl, paCKaAUACS A0OeAd, ITOCAe Yero YAAAMACS, OCTHI-
Basg. Ha nmpecc-kKoHdepeHiuu npogeccop MeppuBusep u3 MeCTHOU
aCTPOHOMMUYECKOM 06CepBaTOPHUHU ONIPOBEPT BEPCHIO, PACIPOCTPAHA-
eMyI0 aMepHUKaHCKUMH razeraMu, OyATO OBl 3TO TEAO — KOCMUUeC-
KUM KOpabAb, 0OAeTAIOMINN HAIly HNAAHETYy IIepep NOoCapKon. OTo —
3asBUA Ipoeccop — MeTeop, 3aXBaUeHHBIN 36 MHLIM IPUTSIKEeHUEM,
KOTOPBIN CTaA HOBOM AYHOU M oOpaimjaeTrcsa BOKPYT 3€MAU 110 SAAUII-
TUYeCKOU opOuTe. B 0TBEeT Ha BOIIPOC HAIllero KOPPECIOHAEHTa, CAe-
AYeT AW CUUTATHCSA C BO3MOJKHOCTBIO MaA€HMS MeTeopa Ha 3eMAIo,
npodeccop MeppuBuilep OTBETHA, UTO 3TO He UCKAIOUEHO, TaK Kak,
OPUOAMIKAACH IPU Ka’kAOM 060poTe K 3eMAe, MeTeop IIOABepraeTcs
TOPMO>XEHUIO BCAEACTBHE TpPeHHUS O BO3AyX. HaszBaHHag npobaeMa
paspabaTeIiBaeTCcsa MHOTUMHU 0OCEPBATOPUIMHU U OYAET pellleHa B OAU-
>xauiee speMd...» TyT y MeHd ra3eTsl u3 llITaToB, TPDeXAHEBHOU AAB-
"HocTtu. Hy oHM TaMm u usompsawTrcsa: «KocMUYecKUl 3Be3A0AET NIPU-
OAMIKaeTcsA», « DIAEKTPOMO3TU OYAYT IEPEBOAUTL PeUYb HEU3BECTHBIX
CyILecTB», «¥Y HAC roCcTU U3 KocMmoca...» Hy-Hy, — pobasua PobeprT ¢
OTTEHKOM CO>KaAeHUd, — a 1 TyT CUXY B AeCy.

— A, OOBIYHBIE YTKH, — CKa3aa . — ['acu cBeT U BLIOPOCHU 3Ty MaKy-
AQTypy.

— Hy rapHO, KOHeII cKa3ke...

B moaympake PoGepT BepHyACS K KOCTPY, KOTOPBIN IIOKA CTaA I'Py-
AOM KPACHEBIX YTAEHN, IOAOPOCUA BETOK U, KOTAA OHU 3aHSIAUCH, YCEACT
Ha TPaBY U 3aTOBOPUA HET'POMKO:

— A MOJKeT, 1 BIPSIMb 3BE3A0AET... Hero ThI CMeelIbCs ?

— JA\a g 3HaA, 9YTO ThI He OCTaBUIIL 3TOT'0 B IIOKOE.

— OX TBI, ICUXOAOT, IICUXOAOT, — IIpoOypydanr PoOepT u nmomreBeAna
BETKOU KOCTeP, KOTOPBIY, CAOBHO PACCEPAUBIINCE, BEBIOPOCUA C y>Kac-
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HBIM TPECKOM CHOIl UCKp. — A IIodeMy M B3allpaBAYy He MOJKET OBITh
Kopabag? Hy-ka, cka>ku ?

— Cxaxy. ['ae opesano? OT 3eMAU TIHET, KakK U3 IIPEHUCIOAHEHN, a 3TO
K 3aMopo3KaM. MTak, MO APYT, 3@ IIIeCTh THICAY A€T 3eMHOU ITUBHUAM3A-
WY K HaM He IIPUOLIA HU OAUH KOCMUUECKUN KOPaOAb. DAaKoe COOBITHE
Hen30e>XKHO OCTAaBUAO OBI CA€A B UICTOPUYECKUX XPOHUKAX... Ho ero Her.
A BepOATHOCTB COOBITUSA MOJKHO OII€HUTH II0 TOMY, KaK 4aCcTO OHO IIPO-
HCXOAUT, — IIOHUMAaeIb? BOoABIIINEe MeTeOpHl NapaloT Ha 3eMAIO pery-
ASIPHO — Pa3, a TO U ABa pa3za B cToAaeTHue. A KopabAaei He OBIAO... TOITO-
MY BEPOSITHOCTB, UTO OTHEHHOE TeAO OBIAO PAKeTOM, MPaKTU4YeCKHU PaB-

Ha HYAIO.
— IlycTh Tak... Ho Beab n3BecTHO, — POGEpPT 3aroBOpUA OKUBAEH-
HeHl, — 4TO eCcTh obutaemble nmraHeThl. He B Haierr ConHEeYHOM CHUCTe-

Me, TaK B Apyrux. Korpa-HuOyAb BO3BMET KAaKOM-HUOYAB KOPAOABb A U
IIPUAETUT K HaM.

— Aa, Bo3aMo>xHO. CKakeM, uepe3 ABa MUAAMOHA AET. A MOJKET, yKe
yepes CcTO ThICAY. Kak BUAUIIE, I He X0Uy TeOs orop4aTh.

— Kaxkoe ObIAO OB COOBITHE... — BCAYX MeuTaA PobepT. — 3Haenp,
B 3TOM BOIIPOCE MHEHUS AEASITCS TaK: OAHUM CUMTAIOT, YTO TAKOM KOHTAKT
C APYTUM MUPOM IIPUHEC Obl HaM MOAB3Y, @ APyTHe — UTO 3TO OBIAO OBl
HaYaAOM «BOMHBI MUPOB». A ThI Ha Ybel CTOPOHE ?

— Hu Ha ybell. BBIIIAO OBI YTO-TO BPOAE BU3UTA YAUTOK K O€AKaM, U
pPe3yABTaTHI COOTBETCTBYIOIINE: HUKaKue. Pazanune B CTpoeHUH — IIpe-
MISSTCTBUE HEOAOAMOE,

— CTpyKTypHI MO3ra?

— He ToAabKo. CTPYKTYpPBI )KU3HH BOOOIIIe. Aa’Ke eCAU ObI OHU OOAa-
AAAM Peubio — YTO COBCEM He 0093aTeAbHO, — MBI He AOTOBOPUAUCH ObI
C HUMU...

— Ho Bepb yepes3 Kakoe-TO BpeMs YAQAOCH OBL.

— BecbmMa COMHUTEABHO.

— I'louemy?

— MBI, AlOAY, — 3PUTEAM: Macca HalluX MOHATUMN BBIBOAUTCS U3
cephl ONTUYECKUX BIeYaTAeHUN. A UX OIIYIJeHNUS MOI'yT OCHOBBLIBATh-
cs Ha ApyroM npusHnune... HanpuMmep, Ha o60oHAHUN. VIAK Ha coBepIIeH-
HO HEeBEeAOMOM — CKaykeM, XUMHuuecKoM... CTaHOBUTCS BCe XOAOAHee.
ITopbpock-Ka B OroHsb... BopoueM, AeA0 pa’Ke He B pa3HUIlE OLIYIeHUH,
ee OBl MBI B KOHIIe KOHIIOB IIpeopoAeAar. Ho Torpa Mel yBUAEAH OBI, UTO
HaM IIPOCTO He O YeM C HUMU T'OBOPUTE... MBI CO3AaeM U COBEPIIIEHCTBY-
eM (QYTASIPBI — AASL JKUADBS, AASI YKPLIBAHUS TeAd, AAS ITyTeIIeCTBUH.
3acuM 3aHUMaeMCs ITUTaHUeM U OUHIIIeHUEeM HAIIIUX TeA, ABUTAeMCs 1O
OCOOBIM METOAMKAM — 51 UMeIO B BUAY CIIOPT, — UM BO BCeX 3THUX oDAac-
TSX Yy HaC He OBIAO OBI OO1Iero sA3bIKa...
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— Hy uto T8I roBopuits, Kapa? Beab He IpuAeTeAr Obl OHU K HaM,
YTOOBI IOTOBOPUTH O MOAE AU CIIOPTE.

— A ouem?

— Hy... 06 o61mux npobaeMax...

— O rakux?

— UYro T MeH4 3K3aMeRyelllb! O HayKe, 0 PU3UKe, O TEXHUKE...

— 51 AOKaXy, 4TO THI OIINOAebCs. Y TeOs oA PYKAaMU HET KaKOIo-
HUOyAb IpyTuKa? TpyOKa 3acopunrack. Criacu6bo. Mtak, Bo-IepBhIX, UX
IUBUAM3AIUA MOJKET Pa3BUBAThCSI COBCEM B MHOM HAIIPaBAEHUH, 4YeM
HaIlla, — TOT'A@ B3aUMOIIOHUMaHUe OBIAO OBl Ype3BBIYATHO 3aTPYAHEHO.
Ho pake ecAam IPEAIIOAOKUTH, YTO, KaK U y HaC, OHa Oasupyercs Ha
BBICOKOU TEXHUKE, BCE PABHO Oecep0BaAU Obl MBI C OTPOMHBIM TPYAOM.
MEI elrje He MOYKeM IIPEOAOAETH IIPOCTPAHCTBO MEXKAY 3Be3paMU — He
IIpaBAa AM? — & OHHM CaMHUM CBOUM IIPUOBITHEM AOKAaKyT, UTO MOTYT.
3HAYUT, OHU IPEBOCXOASAT HAC, OIIePesKaloT B TEXHUKE ¥ OAHOBPEMEHHO
B HayKe — OAHO CBSI3aHO C ApyruM. BooOpasu, K mpuMepy, 4TO COBpe-
MeHHBIN (pU3UK, KaKOW-HUOYABL Ae BpoMiab man AOypeHc, BCTpedyaeT CBO-
€r0 3eMHOTO KOAAEry, KUBIIIEro CTO ISTBAECAT UAU ABECTH A€T Ha3aA.
ToT paccKa3blBaeT O KaKUX-TO (PAOTHCTOHAX, & 3TOT FTOBOPUT O KOCMU-
YeCKOM U3AYUYEeHUH, 00 aToMax...

— Hy xopo1o, Ho MBEI-TO y>Ke 3HaeM 00 aToMax, U HeMaAo.

— CoraaceH, HO OHHU 3HAIOT CYLIECTBEHHO OOABIIE, aTOM MOXKeT
OBITH AAS HUX MOHATHEM Oe3HaAe’KHO yCTapeBIINM, & MOXKET, OHU eTo
BOOOIIle IePeNpPhITHYAH, UHaUe PelIuAU IpoOoaeMy MaTepuu. HeT, He Ay-
Maro, 4TOOBI OeceAbl OKa3aAuCh MAOAOTBOPHEI — Aa’ke B 0OAACTH TOU-
HBIX HayK. A B IOBCEAHEBHBIX AeAaX BOBCE He HaIIAOCh OBl HUYero oo6-
mero. He cyMeB NOHATE APYT APyTa B KOHKPETHBIX BelllaX, MBI TeM 00-
Aee He CMO>XeM AOTOBOPHUTHLCS B chepe 0000IIeHIM, KOTOPHIE SBASIOTCS
NPOU3BOAHBIMU 3TUX KOHKpPETHOCTel. MIHble mAaHeTsl, HHasd (PU3UOAO-
TUs, UHas UHTEAANEKTyaAbHAA )KU3Hb... PazBe aumib... Ho 310 cKaska...

— YTo «pa3Be Aullb» ¢ Pacckaku.

— 3, Hu4ero. MHe IPHUIIAO B TOAOBY, UTO C BUAY OHU MOTAM OBI IIO-

XOAUTH HA HAC U BCe-TAKMU NIPEACTABASITE HEITOHATHBIA MUp... — S ocTa-
HOBUACH.

— He coBcem norumaro. YTo THI XOTeA CKa3aTh?

— Peub 0 TOM, — OOBACHUA £, IOCTYKUBAsI MYHAILITYKOM TPYOKH O

KaMeHb, — UYTO Ha 3eMA€e TOABKO YeAOBEK AOCTHUT BEICOKOI'O YPOBHS pa-
3yMa. B Apyrux ycaroBusx Morau OB TapasreAbHO Pa3BUBATLCS ABa pa-
3YMHBIX BUAQ, PA3AUYHBIX...
— W Me>XaAy HUMU BCIBIXHYAA OBl BOMHA — 00 3TOM TBI TOBOPHUIIE ?
— Hert. 3T0 Kak pa3 3eMHasi, aHTPOIIOIleHTpUIeCcKas TOUKa 3PeHUs.
Ayulie octaBuM (paHTa3uu B mokoe. CKOPO ABa, AaBal CIATh.
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— Hy Te1 xO0pom1! Cettuac cnats? HeT, TEI AOAJKEH cKa3aTh BCe.

— bor ¢ To6oi. Ckaxy, XOTS U Ae3y B COBEPIIEHHO HEBEPOSATHYIO
danTacTuKy. OAMH U3 pa3yMHBIX BUAOB MOT OBI OBITH Y4eAOBEKOOOPA3-
HBIM, HO Ha HU3KOU CTyNEeHU Pa3BUTHUA... A ADYTOHM I'OCIIOACTBOBAA OBl
U... BOOOpa3u cebe TakKylo CUTYyalUIO: Ha 3eMAIO CAAUTCSA KOPAOAb, MBI
HaXOAUM B HEM CYII[eCTBa, IOXOJKHe Ha HaC, YeCTByeM UX KaK ITIOKOPH-
TeAel IPOCTPAHCTBA, @ Ha CAMOM AeAe 3TO IPOCTO HU3IINE BUABI UHOTO
MHpa — IOHUMaellb, CyIIeCTBa, KOTOPBIX HACTOSIINE KOHCTPYKTOPHI
3Be3A0AETA IOCAAUAY B KAOUHY U BEICTPEAMAU B IPOCTPAHCTBO... Hy Kak
MBI IIOCBIAQEM B PAKeTaX 0Oe3bsH. ..

— Hemnnoxas ucropus. [loueMy THI He NUIIENIb TAKUX PACCKA30B? Y
Tebst OyliHOe BOOOpaskeHHUe.

— CKa3zok g He NUITY, IIOTOMY YTO 3aHST APYTUMM AeAraMu. AaAHO, Ad-
Bal CrlaTh. YTPOM ellie IToAaBaeM Ha 03epe, 5 XOTeA... [Ioroar, 94To 3TO?

—TI'pe?

— TamMm, Hap AecoM.

PobGepT Bckouma ¢ 3eMan. HeBupuMOe A0 cUX ITOp HeOO ITOCBETAEAO.
3acBepKaAd KPOMKH TyU.

— YTo 3TO, AyHa? CBET CAMIIKOM IPKUH... CMOTPH.

3apeBO pasroparoch. MruoBeHue — U OAMJKHUE AepPeBbsl Ha4aAu
OTOpachIBaTh TEHU. BADYT OCAENIUTEABHBIN CTOADO OTHS pa3sopBaA TY4H,
IIPHUIIAOCE 3aKPBITh TAd3a. AMI0 U PYKH OIIAAUA MTHOBEHHBIN JKap. 3eM-
As BBAPOTHYAQ ITIOAO MHOM, IOATIPBEITHYAQ U IPOBAAUAACE. [TOTOM IIOCABI-
IIIAACS IPOTS)KHBIN, UAYIIINY CO BCeX CTOPOH I'POM, KOTOPHIY HapacTaA U
onapan kackapaMu. CKBO3b CAAOEIOIIUM I'POXOT OBIA CABIIIEH TOABKO
CTPAIIHBINA TPECK NAaAAIOIINX AePEBbEB. [ IOpPBIB ropss4ero BeTpa yAapuaA
B HAC, pa3MeTaA KOCTeP, s IOYYBCTBOBAA OOKUTAIOILYI0 OOAB B HOTE —
MEeHSI OTPEAO FOAOBEIIKOM. 3aABbIXasACh B OOAAKAX IElAQ, S IMOKATUACS
KyA@-TO BOOK. BTHUCHYB AUIIO B TPaBY, IIOAOKAAA HECKOABKO AOATUX Ce-
KyHA. [TocTenleHHO CTarO TUXO, HECIIOKOMHBIN BeTep LIyMeA B CTBOAAX
YIIeAEBIINX AePEBLEB, TEMHOTA BEPHYAACh, U TOABKO HaA CEBEPHBIM T'O-
PU30HTOM KPACHOBATO CBETUAACH AYHA.

— Merteop! ToT meTeop! — Bo30OY>RAeHHO 3aKkpudar PobepT.

OH 3aKpYTHUACS Ha MeCTe, IIOACKOYHA K MaIllMHe ¥ BKAIOYUA (paphl.
CBeT BBIPBaA M3 TEMHOTHI PACIIAQCTABIIYIOCS Ha 3€eMA€ IIaAaTKy, Iepe-
KPy4Y€eHHBIE U OCHIIIAHHBIE 30A0U ITOCTeAH, a PoOepT Geraa BOKPYT U CO-
00111aA AUXOPAAOYHO:

— I'lepepHee CTEKAO MAIIMHBI TPDECHYAO — HaBepHOe, KaKOM-HUOYAD
OCKOAOK... DTy OTPOMHYIO €Ab BEIPBAAO C KOpHeM... CuacTbe, 4YTO HAC
AEPEBBS 3aCAOHHUAN... [Toropu, 1 BO3bMy OMHOKAB, IOUAEM IIOCMOTPUM C
Oepera, 94TO TaM AEAQETCH...
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OcTaBUB BKAIOUEHHBIMH (Dapbl aBTOMOOMUAS, MBI ITO Y3KOM AOPOJKKe
BBIIIIAY Ha AABHO INOHMKamIUiica Oeper OyxTouku. B craboMm cBeTe
AANEKOTO 3apeBa eABa HaMe4aAuCh TeMHBIe KOHTYPHI CKaaA, TOpYaIllux
U3 BOABL. POOepT BHUMATEABHO pacCMaTrpuBaA B OMHOKAB TEMHOTY, HO
HHUYero He 0OHAPY’KHUA, KpOME PABHOMEPHOTI'O IIyPIITyPHOTO CBEYEHUS Y
CEeBEpPHOI'0 TOPU30HTA.

— Caymaii, moripeM Tyaa. [TocmoTpuMm BOAM3HU. Hy, Apy>kuille, Ka-
Kasg y MeHs OyapeT ceHcanusa! — Bo33Baa PobepT.

BAOXHOBAEHHEBIN 3TOM UAEEM, OH KUHYACS K AAreplo.

— AAS TBOEU ra3eThl? — CIIPOCHA S CEPBE3HO, XOTA B TOPAE Y MeHA
IIEKOTAAO OT CAEP>KUBAEMOI'0O CMeXa.

— A Kak xe!

— Y>ke TpeTuti uac. Houb. AaBali-Ka Asi>KeM CHaTh.

— Kaxk ToI MOXeb!

— AOJKUMCS CIIaTh! — MOBTOPUA 1 BHYIIUTEABHO. — BepHr TOAOTHU-
1le C APyro¥ CTOPOHHBI, HaTdHeM. MaTpallbl IPOALIPSABAEHE!, KaK pellle-
TO... Hy>KHO B34Th IOAYIIKY U3 MalIUHBL. ECAM 3TO OBIA MeTeop, OH A0
yTpa He cOeXXUT. 3aCBETAO MOJKEM MPEANPUHATH TyAd 3KCKYPCHIO —
Jepes3 03epo, IIOTOMY UTO Ha MalllMHe He IIpoeXaThb. [lo-MoeMy, 3TO Ha
ceBepHOM Oepery, Ha 60nr0Te. MammHa 11ena?

— Aa, TOABKO IlepepHee CTEKAO...

— W Ha ToMm crtacu60. A Terepb — CIaTh.

PoGepT, 6ypua uTO-TO HacueT oOBIBATEAEHN, KOTOPHIE, AaKe eCAU Ha-
CTYIIUT KOHeEI] CBeTa, He 3a0yAyT HapeTh BOMAOUHBIE TY(MAU, BMECTe CO
MHOM ITOCTaBUA TAAATKY M YAOSKUA B HEM aBTOMOOUABHBIE CUAEHBS. MBI-
ThE IIOCYABI, B CBA3U C UCKAIOUUTEABHBIMU COOBITUSIMU, MBI OTAOKUAU
A0 yTpa. S y>Ke 3aceinian, Korpa PobepT OKAUKHYA MeHS:

— Kapa, ¢ Touku 3peHUst CTaTUCTUKH, BEPOSITHOCTb TOTO, YTO Me-
Teop YIaAET KaK pa3 3AeCh, ObIAa paBHA HYATO. UTO THI Ha 3TO CKa’Kellb...
ThbI MeHS CABIIINIIL? — IIePeCcIPOCUA OH rpoMye.

— CABIITy, — OTBETUA 5 cepauTO. — OCTaBb MeHsI HAKOHET] B IIOKOE.

A1 HaTAHYA Ha TOAOBY OAESIAO M TOTYaC YCHYA. MeHs pa30yAuA aBTO-
MOOUMABHBIY KAAKCOH. Sl BBITASITHYA M3 HAAaTKU. Beino y>Ke cBeTAo. Po-
0epT BO3UACS ¢ MAIIUHOU. OH NPUHAACSA OOBSICHATE, YTO HAa’KaA I'yAOK
HeYasTHHO. Sl He CTaA eTo CAYIIATh U IIOIIeA K Boae. Halr OuBak HaXOAUA-
Cs1 Ha KOHIe OOABIIOTO IIOAYOCTPOBA, BAABABIIIErOCS B YepHOE, IIOYTHU
HEeIIOABUYKHOE 03eP0, B KOTOPOM OTpa’karach IAOTHAS CTeHa Aeca. Koe-
TAe B HeM 3usaAu nporaaruHbl. CeBepHEIN Oeper 03epa, 0OBIYHO IIpoYep-
YeHHBIM Ha FOPHU30HTE TOHKOM AMHUEM, ceiiyac He OBIA BUAEH — TaM
TAHYAACh IleAaeHa Oenaoro tTymaHa. Cpasy >Xe 3a OOABIINMHU KaMHSMU
OBIAO TAYOOKO. Sl IPBITHYA B BOAY, Y MEHS ITIepeXBaTUAO AbIXaHUe — Ta-
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Kasg oHa ObIAA XOAOAHASA, OOOTHYA MBIC U IIOTOM, Ae’Ka Ha CIUHe U pado-
Tasg TOABKO HOTaMU, BepHYACS Ha O0eper. PobepT y>Ke CTaAKUBaA AOAKY,
HO €My IIPUIIIAOCE IIOAOJKAATE, IIOKa S ITI03aBTPakalo, — 5 He XOTeA IIOA-
AA@BaThCS Ha ero YTOBOPHI U eCTh B IIyTU. [ToTOM He >XeAan 3aBOAUTHCSI
MOTOP, HY’KHO OBIAO IIPOAYTH KapOIopaTop, TaK YTO MBI OTYAANAU TOAb-
KO IIOCA€ AECATH.

3a HaMU NPOCTUPAAACh U3pe3aHHasd AMHUS A€CUCTOrO Oepera, yAa-
AMBIINCE OT HErO, MBI IIOUYBCTBOBAAU CAAOBIN BOCTOUHEBIN BETEP, MOA-
HSBIINU A€TKYIO BOAHY. MOTOP I'POMKO CTy4aA, MBI OBICTPO ABUTAAUCH
BIlepeA. MUHYT yepes NATHAAIIQaThE Oeper IpeBpaTUACA B CUHEBATYIO II0-
AOCKY, 3aTO CTeHa TyMaHa, Ka3aAa0Ch, B3ABIMAEeTCs BCe BHIIIe, MOAOYHBIN
Iap AOCTUT yKe XMyporo HebOa. MHe OBIAO HeUero AeAaTh, s HEIIOABUIK-
HO CHAEA Ha CKaMbe U BCe CUABHEM COMHEBAACS B IIeAeCOO0pPa3sHOCTHU
HaIlero moxopa. A crapascd NPUNOMHUTE BCe, YTO YUTAA O MeTeopax,
0CcOOeHHO 00 OTPOMHOM CHOUPCKOM MeTeOopHuTe. MecTo ero mapeHus
0e3pe3yAbTaTHO UCKAAU I'OAAMH, @ JKUTEASIM OKPEeCTHBIX CEeAeHUH, Hap
KOTOPBLIMU IIPOAETEA METEOPUT, Ka3aA0Ch, UTO OH YIIaA COBCEM PSIAOM.
Ecau «Hamr» MeTeop ToKe OBIA OTPOMHBIM, OH MOT VIIaCTh Ha AeCSTKU
MHAB AAABbIlle Ha ceBep, AyMaa d, U IOHCKU HU K 4eMy He IIPUBEAVT.
OpAHaKO 3TOT TyMaH... 51 ellle HUKOTAQ He BUAEA TaKOTO I'yCTOrO M Ha
CTOABL OOABIIIOM IIPOCTPAHCTBe. MHe BAPYT IPHUIIAO B TOAOBY, UTO Oe3
KoMIIaca MbI B HeM 3a0AyauMce. S B3TASIHYA 3a KOpMY — Oepera ucues-
AM, BOKPYT IPOCTHUPAAOCE YePHOE, HCCEUEHHOE BOAHAMU, MEPHO KOABI-
XaBIIlee AOAKY 03€epo. Aa>ke eCAU MeTeOop yIIaA OTHOCUTEABHO OAU3KO...
IIyTh K HEMY, Aa ellle II0 OOAOTY, OypeT He U3 AerKuX. B aBTOMOOuUAE
OBbINa KapTa OKPECTHOCTEY, ee HY>KHO OBIAO B3STh C COOOM, HO, KaK 3TO
OOBIYHO OBIBaeT, MBI O Hel 3a0biAn. HalnpaBaeHne K IeHTPY KaTacTpo-
(Bl TOKa3bIBAIOT CBOMMU KOPHSAMMU ITIOBAA€HHEBIE AePEBB4... 10 KpaliHeln
Mepe TeopeTudecku. [To 6epery, K KOTOPOMY MBI CTPEMUAUCE, ABUTATh-
cs1 OBIAO HEAETKO Ad’kKe IIPH XOPOIIeM BUAUMOCTH... Bce mpeapnpusaTue
y>Ke Ka3aroch MHe 6€CCMBICAEHHBIM, OAHAKO 51 MOAYAA, CAUIIIKOM XOPO-
LIIO IOHUMas, 4TO PoGepT OypeT raAyX K AOBOAAM PACCYAKA.

MEI NOATIABIBAAU K TyMaHHOU cTeHe. KAOoubsd TyMaHa TAHYAUCH K
HaM; OHU CTEAUANCH Hap BOAOY U OBIAY ITOXO’KU Ha OTPOMHBIE CKPIOYEeH-
HBIe KOPHU. MBI OKYHYAUCE B MOAOUHYIO IleaeHY. Elle pa3 B mpocseTe
Me>K KAyOaMHU TyMaHa s YBUAEA YepHBIM IIPOCTOP BOABL, IIOTOM €ro pac-
IABIBAIOIINECH A3BIKU MATKO COMKHYAUCH; TeIlepb MBI IIABIAU B TEIIAOU
BAQKHOHU Tyde. MeHs OXBAaTUAO CTPAaHHOEe YyBCTBO — He CTPax, a He-
IIPEOAOAUMOE OIIyIIeHNe, YTO MBI IPUOAMIKAaeMCd K 4eMy-TO HeOObIU-
HOMY M OHO BOT-BOT BBLIHBIPHET U3 HeIIpO3pavHoro cBeTa. S Ha>kaa Ha
PYKOSITH MOTOPA U MOAHSIA BPAIIAIOIINNICSI BUHT U3 BOABL.
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— Yro THI pAeraentb! — BOCKAUKHYA PobepT.

Apyro¥ pyKoi g OIIyCTHUA BECAO; MHE Ka3aA0Ch, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT YTO-
TO HeXopolllee. Bopa, BMeCcTO TOro 4ToOBl 3a0YPAUTH BOKPYT AOIIATKHU
BeCAa, OCTaAaCh HETTOABUIKHOM.

— PobepT, — KpUKHYA 51, — HAc HeceT TeueHUe. PaHrbllle ero 3pech
He OBIAO.

BeAaslil nap 3allOAHUA AOAKY, pa3MasaB O4epTaHusd HOCA.

OHepruyHo paboTast BECAOM, S IIOCTaBUA ee OOPTOM, a IIOTOM KOp-
MOM K HallPaBAEHUIO IIOTOKQ, OIIYCTHUA BUHT, BOAA 3@ KOPMOM 3aKHUIIEA],
HO, XOTSI MOTOP TOAKAA Hac Telepb B 0OOpaTHOM HallPaBA€HUU, MBI IIPO-
AONKAAU IIABITH B TAYOb Ty4H, KOPMOU BIIEPEA,

— Becaa! PobepT, Becra! — 3aopan .

AOAKa yKe He NOKAQuMBaAACh, Kak mpexpe. OHa BUOpHUpOBara — He
CHABHO, HO TakK, YTO B 3TOM MEAKOHN APO’KY YYBCTBOBAAACh HEOAOAUMAS
CHAa IIOTOKAQ, — U Muanach, MpoH3as TyMaH. CTaHOBUAOCH TEMHEH; B
paspblBax TyMaHa BOAQ, paccekaeMasi BeCAaMHy, OblAna CTPAHHO KOpPUY-
HeBOU. Hamu ycuaus He pAaBaAml pe3yAbTaTa, OT CTPEMUTEABHOTO ABU-
>KeHUs cKaMelKa IIOA0 MHOM ApO’KaAd, KaK HaTAHyTas CTpyHa. B aToTr
MOMEHT IIPSIMO Hap HaMU ITOCABIIIAACS 0aCOBUTHIN ToAOC MoTopa. «Ca-
MOAET!» — BOCKAUKHYAU MBI OAHOBPEMEHHO, 3aAPaB F'OAOBBI B HAAEKAE
Ha 4yA0. MBI He YBUAEAN HUYEero. 3BYK MOTOPa YAAASIACS, IIOTOM IIPOTIaA
COBCEM, 3aTO CKBO3b IOCTYKHBAaHME HAIlleTO MOTOPYMKA IIPOPBAACS TAY-
XOH T'yA, IOXOXUM Ha I'yA BOAOIIapa. Briepeapr, B TyMaHe OUepPTHUACS Uy-
AOBUIITHEIN ropO; AOAKA B3ABIOUAACE U pUHYAACh BHU3. OTyassHHO pabdo-
Tasgd BeCAAMM, MBI TIIETHO NBITAAUCH YAePsKaTh ee B paBHOBecuu. S mo-
YYBCTBOBAA, UTO CKaMbs BhIPhIBAETCS U3-I10A MEHS, YAAP XOAOAHOM BOA-
HBI IIBLIPHYA MEHS B CTOPOHY, S IOTEPSIA U3 BUAY PobepTa U MOIIABIA,
0ecCco3HaTEeABHO CTapasiCh YAEP KaThCd Ha MOBEPXHOCTH, HO UYBCTBO-
Baa, 4TO crabero. S AeTea IO 4epHOM, KPYTO CHAAQIoIIel AyTe, CO BCexX
CTOPOH NOTOKHU BOABI BPEIBAAUCH B KAOKOUYIIIYIO BOPOHKY. MeH4 3aca-
ChIBano. TAHYAO BCce TAyO’Ke M rAyOyKe. 3aAbIXasCh, A@BAChH, I YBHUAEA
IyABCUPYIOIINE KpaCHbIe OTHU U IOTEPSA CO3HAHUE.

A npuiien B ce6s OT PBOTHL. SI Ae’Kaa >KMBOTOM Ha 4eM-TO TYTOM,
SAACTUYHOM, BBIIIAEBBIBAS U BBIXapKUBas BOAY. /AeKan AOAro. UTo-TO
IIAOCKO€, CKOAB3KOE YAAPSAO MeHsSI B 60K. DTO ABMJKeHHe 3aMUPaso Ha
BpeMs U CHOBA HQUYMHAAOCH, OHO OBIAO ITIOXOJKe Ha TpeleTaHte KMUBOTO
cymectBa. OHO OTPEe3BUAO MeHs. [IpUNIOAHSABIINCE Ha PYKax, A cea. S
Hadan BUAETH: BOKPYT OBIAO TEMHO, HO BOAM3M BCe MEPIIan0 O9eHb CAa-
OBIM CepOBATBIM CBeTOM. /1 HeBpareKe AesKan KaKOU-TO OOABIIION cAabo
CBETAIINNICA IpepAMeT. Bce elle Kaliagd, g IOAHAA PYKY K AUIY, YTOOEI
yTepeThes, U ocToabeHeA. CKBO3b MOIO MOKPYIO PyOalliKy, OOAENIUBIIYIO
TEeAO, CKBO3b LIOPTHI IPOOMBAACSA MYTHBIU CBeT. Mou AaAOHM, AABLEL,
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