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[TIPOJIOT

OH Oexxal.

[lepenpriruBast yepe3 1Be CTYNEHbKU, OH CJIeTEJI C JIECTHU-
ubl. BxogHas nBepsb Oblia 3anepra, Ho MpaHcya ObUTO He-
JIETKO CMYTUTb MOJOOHBIMU MeJlodyaMu. BckourB Ha nmoao-
KOHHUK, OH JIOKTeM BBIOMJ CTEKJO M, KOe-KaK BbIOpaB-
IIACH HAPYKY, CIIPBITHYJI B CaJl.

— Jlepxwu ero!

Mumo — GeaHbIe CUIIY3Thl TOMHBIX CTaTyil, MUMO —
MOYTHU YEPHBIC B CyMepKax JIepPeBbsl, MTOXOXHNE Ha 3aCThIB-
X apakoHoB. OTKyma-To u3aajaeka foHeccsd Jaii codak, 1
®pancya nmoxojomel.

— Jlepxu ero, OtbeH! OH 06€XUT K orpaje!

Ho ®paHcya yxe cumen Ha orpajie BepxoMm. [lepeknHyB
yepe3 Hee BTOPYIO HOTY, OH CKOJIB3HYJI Ha YJIUITy, Ha KOTO-
pOii B 9TOT MO3AHMIA Yac MOUYTHU He ObLIO (PrUaKkpoB.

— Jlepxu, nepxu, yimer!

Cepalie KOJOTUTCS, KaK O€llIeHOe, B BUCKAX MOJIOTOM
CTYYUT KPOBb, JbIXaHUE CO CBUCTOM BBIPBIBAETCS M30 PTa.
B rojioBe — TOJILKO OJHA MBICIIb: OexkaTh! GexkaTh! OexkaTh!

— Jlepxu-u-u!

K BomassM BO3MYILIEHHOUW MPUCIYTH MPUCOCAUHSIETCS
MOJMUENUCKNUI CBUCTOK, KOTOPBIN 3aJIMBAETCS COJIOBBUHOMN
Tpesblo. Ha mepekpecTke eMy oTBeyaeT Apyroil. Ax, 4To 3a
HeBe3eHue!



®dpanHcya BBICKOYMJI Ha IEPEKPECTOK, OOMHYJ ITOJH-
IIEMICKOT0, KOTOPBI MBITAJICSI €T0 OCTAHOBUTD, 1 UTO €CTh
ITyXy TIOHECCS JTaliblile.

— Croit! Croii, Mep3aBelr!

Eie oguu monuiieiickuii, Ha XOMy AocTaBast MUCTOJIET,
KuHyJics Harepepe3 ®paHcya. Ho ToT jierko yBepHysics u,
YTOOBI OTBSI3aThCS OT MpecieaoBaTesIeli, HRIPHYI B Y3KYIO
TeMHYIO YJIOUKY, OCBEILIEHHYIO OIHUM-eINHCTBEHHBIM Ta-
30BbIM (poHapeM. C3aau JOHOCUJICS TOIOT YbUX-TO HOT, U
9TOT TOIOT C KaXKIbIM MTHOBEHUEM CTAHOBMJICS BCE OJIMIKE.

Kyna teneps, @pancya?

Kot, moutu Hepa3IMIMMELL BO MpaKe, ¢ BO3MYILIEHHBIM
BOILJIEM LIMBITHYJI U3-T10/1 HOT Oeryiiero. @paHcya yepThiX-
HYJICSI, CIIOTKHYBIIIMCH, HO YK€ B CJIeAyIOlllee MTHOBEHUE
no6exain ganbine. OH 3aabIXaics 1 IepxKayicsl pyKoi 3a 00K,
B KOTOPOM OTYasTHHO KO0JI0JIO. Briepenu yxomuiaa Bo TbMY
yIInIla, Ka3aBliasics 0eCKOHEUHOI, a ClipaBa CMyTHO Oelrejia
CTeHa KaKOT0-TO OCOOHSIKA. DTO ObLT U3SIIHBIN, TTOXaTYA,
JIaXe apUCTOKPATUYECKUIA J1OM, CTOSIBLUUIA 3[1€Ch HE ONUH
Bek, 1 ®paHcya, MTHOBEHHO ITPUHSB pellieHre, Opocuiics K
Hemy. HairynaB B KapmaHe CBSI3KY OTMBIUEK, OH C 00Jierde-
HUEM MePeBeII dyX.

3aMoK mommajcs mouyTu cpasy, u ®panHcya yxe Haxo-
IWJICST BHYTPM, KOTJa IpecieaoBaTeINd ITOPaBHSUIUCH C
0COOHSKOM. MBICJIEHHO OH BO3/ajl 00Ty XBajly 3a TO, UTO
NIBepb 3aTBOPUJIACH O€3 BCSAKOTro cKkpuma, u nogymai: «Eiie
KaKoe-TO BpeMsi OHU OyayT MPOYEChIBATh YJIUIIBI, a KOTAa
MMOMMYT, YTO s YCKOJIB3HYJI, UM HUYETO He OCTaHEeTCsI, KPo-
M€ KaK BEPHYTbCSI BOCBOSICH HECOJIOHO XjiebaBiiu. Bo Besi-
KOM cJiydyae, MM HUKOTJA Jaxe B TOJIOBY He IPUAET UCKaTh
MEHS 31eCh».

®dpancya HeMHOro pacciabuics. BeitepeB ot co Jjiba,
OH CTaJl OCMaTpuBaTh YOpaHCTBO 0coOHsIKa. Bece mpeameTsl
HAXOAWINCh Ha CBOMX MECTax, HO Y BUCSIIMX Ha CTeHax
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IOPTPETOB OB KaKO-TO KUCbI Bud, 1 PpaHcya moHe-
BOJIE 3aKJIIOUMJ, UYTO B 3TOM KPacCMBOM JIOME JaBHO XKHBYT
yyxxue Joau. Ecim, KoHeuHo, 31ech BOOOIIE KTO-TO KUBET.
Benp ceiiuac 1eto, 1 MHOrMe MPEANOYUTAIOT 3TO BpeMs
MPOBOAUTH HA BOJAX WJM Ha loTe...

TyT eMy B roJioBy OpHulilia Apyrasi MbICJIb — a HEJIb3s JIU
TYT YeM-HUOYAb MOXUBUTHCSI? KOHEYHO, 3TO HE Takoit 60-
raThIii IOM, KaK y TeploruHu ae JlIorpeaMoH, HO BCEe-TaKM. ..
[Ipucayru HUrae He BUAATh, M BOOOILE, TPEX OTKa3bIBAThCS
OT TOTO, UTO CaMO IUILIBET T€OE B PyKU.

YcnokouB cebst 3TUM pacCyKAeHHUEM, OH OCTOPOXKHO
3axer JaMITy ¥ ABUHYJICS BBEPX IO OTPOMHOI JIECTHUILIE,
OTIeJaHHOI po30BaThIM MpaMopoM. 1o mytu PpaHcya Ha-
CTOPOXEHHO MPUCIYILIUBAJICS, HE pa3fgacTcs JIM B Heapax
JIoOMa KaKOW-HUOYAb MONO3PUTEIIbHBIN 1IyM, CBUAECTEIbCT-
BYIOIIMIA O TOM, YTO B HEM HaxonsTcs Jioau. OaHako ero
YYTKUI CIyX HE CMOT Pa3IMUYUTh HUYETO, KPOME MOTPECKU-
BaHMS Macjia B JlaMIe Ja MUCKa MbIIIEH T1e-TO 3a CTEHOM.

«IToxoxe, 4To U BIpsIMb HUKOTO... OJHAKO U BE3€ET Ke
MHe!»

[TprobGoapuBIINCEH, OH TIPUHSJICS 00CIeI0BaTh KOMHA-
Thl. B epBBIX TpeX HE 0OHAPYKUIOCh HUYEro, JOCTOMHOIO
ero BHUMaHMUsl, 3aTO B UETBEPTOI OH Ccpa3y Ke 3almprUMETHIT
Ha KOMOJIe CTapuMHHYI0 dapdopoBylo Basy, a Ha CTOJie —
KPacUBbI 30JI0TON MEAATIBOH.

Dpancya MOJIOXUI Ha CTOJI YBECHUCTBIN CBEPTOK, KOTO-
PBIii OH Bce BpeMsI AepxKaJjl B JIEBOU pyKe, MOCTaBUJI JJaMITy 1
OCTOPOXKHO OTKPBII MeaaaboH. BHYTpU oka3anoch n3obpa-
XeHMe MJIaJieHIla — roJiyoorjia3oro, MmyxJjaoleKoro, ¢ Bblo-
IUMUCS 6eJ0KypbhIMU BoJlocuKamu. PpaHcya ¢ yMUJICHU-
€M TTOCMOTpeEJl Ha HEeTrOo, MBICIIEHHO MPUKHUHYJI Tpo ceds
CTOMMOCTB MeJlaJlbOHa 1 YMUIJIMJICS ellle OoJiblie. 3axJIol-
HYB MeJIaJIbOH, OH Y€ COOMpalicsl CyHYTh ero cede B Kap-
MaH, KOTJa CJay4yalilHO 3aMeTHUJI Ha TIJIMTaXx IoJjia, COOKYy OT
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cebs, KaKylo-TO TeHb, KOTOPOIl CeKyHIIy Ha3aa TaM He ObI-
so. I'otoBelil KO Bcemy, DpaHcya pe3Ko OOepHYJICI — U
CJIOBA 3aMepJIM Y Hero Ha rybax.

Ilepen HUM, 3aJ10XKUB PYKHU 3a CIIMHY, CTOsIIa IIPEXOPO-
LIeHbKast ocoba JieT IBaauaTu, He oosee. Ee 6eokypsie Bo-
JIOCHI OBLIM pacIyIeHk 11O TIeYaM, a Kapue Ii1a3a, B KOTO-
PBIX HET-HET Ja BCIBIXMBAJIA 30JI0TUCThIE UCKPHI, C JIF000-
MBITCTBOM CMOTpPEJIM HAa HOYHOTO rocts. Eciu no6aBuTh,
YTO Ha 0c00€ He OBLIIO POBHBIM CUETOM HUUYET0, KpOME pac-
IIATOM HOYHOM COPOYKM, TO CTAHET SICHO, oTuero dpaHcya
MOTEPSLI Aap PEUU.

— 3mpaBCTByiiTe, cydapb, — HEXHO ITPOBOPKOBajia OHA.

®paHcya Mo6IeIHeN W CTJIOTHYJI CIIOHY.

— A...2... 31paBCTBYIiTe, CyTapbIHSI, — IIPOMSIMIIII OH.

B cymHocTH, eMy ciieoBaio He TOBOPUTD, a AEHCTBO-
BaTh. [loTOMY 4TO B Clieyroliee MTHOBEHME BO3AYIIHOE BU-
JIeHUe U3BJIEKJIO M3-3a CIIMHbI IIPaBYIO PYKY, U OKAa3aja0Ch,
YTO OHO JEPKUT B HEHl Ty CaMylo YBECHUCTYIO (aphOpOBYIO
Ba3y, KOTOpPasi 10 CETO MTHOBEHMSI MUPHO CTOsIJIa Ha KOMOJIE.

JlomkHO ObITh, B [Tapuxke BHE3amHO MTPOU30LILIO 3eMJIe-
TpsiceHue. BecbMa BO3MOXHO TakKe, 4To Ha EBpomy HE ¢
TOTO HU C CETO OOpPYIIMJICS TMraHTCKUil yparaH. Mnu kxa-
KO -HUOYIb HE B MEPY UTPUBOI KOMETE MPHUIILIa B TOJIOBY
MBICJIb JISTHYTHh HAIlly MHOTOCTPaJaIbHYIO 3eMITIO, TTOCIe
Yero Ta COIIUIAa CO CBOE opOUTHI U ropon [lapmk chexan K
CesepHomy nosttocy. 1o kpaitHeii Mepe, y @paHcya He ObI-
JIO IPYTUX OOBSICHEHUI TOMY CTpaHHOMY (DaKTy, 4TO TTOTO-
JIOK BAPYT 0OBaJIMIICS Ha HETO, a CTEHB HAKPEHWINCH U 3a-
IUIsSIcCaJIi B KaKOM-TO AWMKOM TaHle. IlocienHee, 4To OH
TOMHUJI, OBbLJIO CKJIOHUBIIEECS] HA/l HUM JIMLIO YapOBHUIIBI
1 30JIOTUCThIC OTOHEYKU B ee Iiasax, rnocjie yero Mpaxcya
OKOHYATEJIbHO TTPOBAIUJICS B OJIasKkeHHOE HEOBITHE.



YACTIb 1

JEBYIIKA C 30JIOTbIMM ITTA3AMU

[JTABA 1

— Baiire mpeBocxoauTenbCTBO, K Bam bapoHecca Kopd.

HavanbHuk poccuiickoit cekpeTHoil ciyxx0bl barpa-
THOHOB TIOJHSUI TOJIOBY OT MUCbMa, KOTOPOE YUTAl, U C JIfO-
OOTBITCTBOM TIOTJISIIEN HA CIIYTY.

— Vxe? Xopollo, IpocH.

Bosblme crapuHHbIE Yachl TPOOWIIM TPU pa3a U Hauyaau
UrpaTth raBoT, Koraa 6apoHecca AManust Kopd Boiiuia B Ka-
ouHeT. «OnHAKO OHA MyHKTyaJlbHa», — C HEBOJIbHBIM YBa-
keHueMm mnomyman barpatnoHoB. OH OTJIOXUJ MUCHMO B
CTOPOHY U MOJHSICSI U3-3a CTOJA.

Kameprep barpaTuoHOB 3acTynui Ha JOJKHOCTb Ha-
yajibHUKa 0c000¥ CITy>KObI BCETo JiBa rojia TOMy Hasall, cpa-
3y Xe MocJie Tparnyeckoii rubenu nMneparopa AnekcaHiapa
Ocsobomutensa. C 6aponeccoit Kopd, Kotopyio Torma 3Ba-
au Amanueit TamapuHoii, emy ellle He MPUXOAWIOCH CTal-
KUBAThCsl, TOTOMY YTO MPUMEPHO B TO XK€ BpeMsi, MOCIe
OuiecTsiiie BBITIOJIHEHHON MUCCUM, AMaJTUS TIOKUHYJIA 0CO-
60e BeJOMCTBO U BBIIILJIA 3aMYX, CIeJIaB BeCbhMa yIauyHYIO
naptrio. OnHako BecHo# 1883 roma o0CcTOATEIBCTBA, TTO-
BUIMMOMY, TIEPEMEHWINCH, ITOTOMY YTO OapoHecca rmoaana
MPOIIEHNE O 3aUUCICHUU €€ 00PaTHO B CIYKOY, HECMOTPSI
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Ha TO, UTO Y Hee MMeJINCh MYX U MaJeHbKUI pebeHOoK. Bece
3TO BeChbMa MHTPUTOBAJIO Kameprepa.

«JIn60o oHa oTYasiHHAsI aBaHTIOPUCTKA, JIMOO MPOCTO HE-
yeMmHas B30anamolnHast ocoba», — peww [letp [letpoBuy,
y3HaB o mnpoiuieHnu. OIHAKO 3a MPOIIEHNUEM TTOCIEeI0BaIO
elle O/IHO MOCJIaHue, U OHO OBLIO MOANKMCAHO TAKUM BbICO-
KUM JIMLIOM, C MHEHMEM KOTOPOTO MOYTCHHbI KaMeprep
HUKaK He MOT He cuuTaThcsa. IMEHHO M03TOMY OH 11 Ha3Ha-
YUJI ceroaHsi 6apoHecce BCTpevy B TP Yaca MOTMOIYIHHU.

IMetp IMeTpoBuy mnoiienoBan game pydyky, pacchinasich B
raJJaHTHBIX KOMIUIMMEHTAX, a caM TeM BPeMEeHeM He repe-
cTaBaJl JOMaThb TOJIOBY HaJ TeM, 4TO Xe COO0O0Ii MpeaCcTaBsi-
et 3arajouHasi 6apoHecca Kopd. [11s1 aBaHTIOpUCTKU Yy Hee
CJIMIIIKOM YCTajble 1ia3a, a il B30aIMOIIHON 0COObl —
cauikom 6e3mMsTexkHoe uilo. [1oHsaB, 4TO eMy HUKAaK He
yaaeTcs MoJAbICKATh [UISl Hee MOAXOsIIee oNpeneieHue, OH
peurniI HayaTh C CaMOTO Havasa.

«Monopasg. Jlet nanuatu? Jla, moxanyii, uro Tak. Kpa-
cuBasi. OueHb KpacuBasi, — MOMpaBui oH cedsi. — benoky-
pbI€ BOJIOCHI, YEPHBbIE OPOBU — CKOPEE BCETO, MOJISIUKa WIN
OTYACTHU MOJISIUKA... POT ¢ 4eTKO OYepUEHHBIMU YrOJIOUKa-
MU, HABOJSIIIIMMU HA MBICJIb O peluTenbHocTu. [a3a ka-
pue, OOBIKHOBEHHBIE...»

Ho TyT B «OOBIKHOBEHHBIX» TJ1a3aX MOJbIXHYJIU COBEP-
IIEHHO HeOOBIKHOBEHHbIE UCKOPKU, U barpaTmoHoB, 4To C
HUM cJy4yaloch HeuacTo, cMmelnancs. Hy, KoHeuHo, cobe-
CeIHMIIA IoTafaiach, YTO OH IMBITAETCS €€ PACKyCHUTh! A OHa,
KCTaTH, 3aHMMaJIach TEM Xe CaMbIM B OTHOLICHUM €TO0 ca-
MOTO.

«barpatnonoB Iletp [leTpoBuy, kKameprep, TaliHbIN CO-
BeTHUK U KaBayiep bemoro Opna, — nepebupana B ymMe U3-
BecTHOe AManus. — Ellie He cTapblii — OKOJIO COpoKa MsITH,
HaBepHoe. OueHb J0e3eH, MaHephl pacrojarallnue, Jn-
110 TOOPOAYIIHOE, 1aXKe, MOXKET OBbITh, IPOCTOBATOE, HO 3TO
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BreyarjeHre HaBepHsIKa oOMaHUYMBO. Upe3BbluaitHO He-
kpacuB. O Takux Most TopHnYHast [latieHbka ropopur: «Crpa-
1eH 10 6yiecka», HO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH e HauyaJbHUK
TaliHOI CIIyXObI, a He jeune premier! B TeaTpe... MHTepec-
HO, YTO OH 000 MHE AyMaeT?»

«[To-moemy, oHa ymMHee, yeM KaxeTtcsi, — peurw [letp
[TerpoBuy. — 3HAUUT, C HEH MOXKXHO OyIET UMETb ACTI0».

W on 3amopxan BOKpyr AMaJiii MOTBUIBKOM, TTOTOBH-
ras eii camoe y100HO€ KpecJo, CIIpaBisisiCh, HE AYIIHO JIK
€if, a TO OH MOXeT MPUKa3aTh OTBOPUTh OKHO. Ho Amanus
HEeHaBMJIeJa CKBO3HSIKM — CKa3bIBaJlaCh CEMeitHasl mpe-
PACITOJIOKEHHOCTh K YaXOTKe.

— Bnaronapto Bac, Bailie MPeBOCXOAUTEILCTBO, MHE XO-
pOIIO U TaK.

barpaTtuonoB BepHyJcs 3a cBoil cToa u cena. Ha rnaza
eMy IOoTMajuch MOCIeIHNEe CTPOUYKM MHUCbMa, KOTOpOe OH
YuTal 10 NMpuUxoaa 6apoHecchl, U MO CTapOil MPUBBIUKE Ye-
JIOBEKa, MMEIOIIEro Aesi0 CO BCSIKOTO pojJa CeKpeTaMW,
IMetp [MeTpoBUY MOBEPHYJ CTPAHUILY TEKCTOM BHU3.

— JloykeH ckaszaTh, OapoHecca, — MPOMOJIBUJ OH, U
€ro MaJieHbKHe TJ1a3KU MPEeBPATUIUCh B COBCEM Y3EHbKUE
1IeJIOYKM, — MBI BeCbMa HacJbllIaHbl 0 Bac. Kak Bbl 10ObI-
JIM Ty KapTUHY — 3TO MPOCTO TOTpsicaroliie!

Amanus ToKpacHesa OT yIOBOJIbCTBUS.

— MHe npocTo nosessno, — ckaszajia OHa.

— IlpaBo xe, 6apoHecca, Bbl Uepecuyp CKPOMHBI, — 3a-
MeTws1 barpatnoHos, ucneiTyiolle misias Ha Hee. — KoHeu-
HO, XOPOLIO, KOTJa B Jejie TPUCYTCTBYET yaaya, HO Belb Ha
caMOM JieJie OHa — Harpaja 3a YInopcTBO M HEYCTaHHbII
Tpyn. Pa3Be He Tak?

I AkTep B ammtya nepBoro 1060BHUKA (ppany.).



— [Moxanyii, 51 cOrjlalrych ¢ BallliM MPeBOCXOAUTENbCT-
BOM, — TIOME/JINB, IPOTOBOPUIIA AMAJIUSI.

— MHe kazanoch, YTO yaaya COIMYTCTBOBaJa BaM BCe-
rna, — HeBo3MyTumo mnpopoxkan [letp TlerpoBuy, erie
30pue HabMoaast 3a GapoHeccoit. — f 3Hal0, UTO JIOIU yBa-
JKaloT Bac M BOCXMIIIAIOTCS BaMu. BbI BBILIIIM 3aMyX 3a Mmpe-
KpacHOTO YeJIoBeKa, y Bac 3aMeyaTesibHasi CeMbSl...

«OH MeHS UCTTBITBIBAET», — MEJIBKHYJIO B TOJIOBE y AMa-
siuu. OHa XOJIONHO COIIypUJIach, HE TiepecTaBast yabloaThCst
HECKOJIbKO MCKYCCTBEHHOM YJIBIOKOI, KOTOpasi Tak Majio
1J1a K €€ MPeJIeCTHOMY TOHKOMY JIULLY.

— V¥V MeHs Obl1a 3aMevaTtesibHasl CeEMbsl, — 0oJiee ueM
cIep>KaHHO TTPOMOJIBUIIA OHA. — A ceiiyac s mojajia Ha pa3-
BOJI.

BarpatnoHoB caenan BUm, 4TO KpaiiHe yauBIEH.

— Ho nouemy, Amanus Koncrantnnosua? Hackonbko
sl 3Hal0, Balll MyX B Bac Ayiu He 4aeT. Korma oH XeHumcs
Ha Bac — s MOMHIO, TaM Obljla KpaliHe pOMaHTUYeCKas uc-
TOpUSI, — OH clesiaj 3TO paau Oosbluoil 106BU. B cBete
BaM TOT/Ia OYEHb 3aBUAOBaIN. MHbIE AeBYLIKU OTHATU Obl
BCE€, UTOOBI TOJILKO OKa3aThCsl Ha BallleM MecTe!

— Y MeHs HeT HUKaKMX IpeTeH3uii K 6apony Kopoy, —
JIENSTHBIM TOHOM OTO3Bajach Amanus. — OH o4eHb XOpo-
it yenosek. [1pocto Mbl HE MOXeM XUTb BMecTe. Takoe
ObIBaeT, Ballle MPEBOCXOAUTEIBCTBO, U TOPA3I0 Yallle, YeM
OOBIYHO AyMaloT.

BarpatnoHoB HepBHO KauulssHyad. [axke HavyaJlbHUK
CEKPETHOI CJIy>KObl B HEKOTOPBIX CUTYAIUsIX OCTAETCS TIPO-
cTo yesoBekoM, u ceituac [letpy I[lerpoBuuy ObIIO YUCTO
IMO-4eJI0BEYECKM JTIOOOIBITHO, UTO XK€ TaKoe MPOU30IILIO0
MeX1y 6apoHOM 1 GapOHEeCCOoi, YTO OHA CTOJIb CKOPOTIa-
TEJbHO pelInaach Ha pa3Boa. MoxeT ObITh, OH U3MEHSLI
eit? I'py6o ¢ Heli obOpaiancs, 310ynoTpeOIsil BHIMUBKOIM,
npomaTthiBal ee coctostHue? Ho y Oapsiirau TamapuHoii 1o
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CBaIbObI HUKAKOTO COCTOSIHUSI HE BOIWJIOCH, & UTO 0 BCETO
ocTajibHOro, TO barpaTmoHoB He ciblllag, 4YTOObl AJeK-
canap Kopd nui, TpetrupoBa cBOO XeHY WIM 0OOMaHbIBaT
ee. B cBeTe mogoOHbIE BEllM yTaUTh MPAKTUYECKU HEBO3-
MoxHO. To, 4To AManusi ckazaia YUCTYIo IIpaBay, Kamepre-
py Aaxe B TOJIOBY MPUITH HE MOTJIO.

— Hackonbko MHe U3BECTHO, Pa3BOJ — BeCbMa U BECh-
Ma XJIOMOTHOE Aesio, — 3amMeTu barpatnoHos.

W BHOBB B KapuXx I71a3aX MEJIbKHYJIA 30JI0TUCTbIE UCKPBHI.

— Ero uMnepaTopckoe BEIMYECTBO OOEIIal MHE CBOE
COEMICTBUE B TOM XJIOIIOTHOM Jiejie, — HeOpexXHO, OyaTo
peub 1Ij1a 0 KAaKOM-TO MycTsike, ypoHuia AManusi. — Ho
B3aMeH $1 JOJIKHA OKa3aTh oAHy yciyry. Kakyio — Bam
JTOJXKHO OBITh U3BECTHO JIYUIIIE MEHSI.

BarparrnoHoB nokocuics Ha Jexaliee rnepej HUM Much-
Mo. Jlaxxe He BUIS TEKCTa, OH 3HaJ, YTO OHO MOAIMKUCAHO
UMIIEPATOPOM.

— a, ero uMmnepaTopckoe BeJINYECTBO BbIPA3UI TTOXKE-
JlaHue, YTOObI CUsl MUCCHST OblJIa TOpyYeHa UMEHHO BaM, —
noAaTBepaw oH. — HackosibKo s MOTY MPeaInonoXuTh, ro-
cyaapb He cKas3ajl BaM, B UYeM COCTOMUT CYLLIHOCTb Balllero...
I'M... TOpyYyeHus?

— 41 TonbKO 3HAI0, UYTO OHO BeChbMa KOHMUAECHINAb-
HOE, — CITOKOMHO 3ameTuia AMajus.

BarpaTnoHoOB KauUISIHY U IPUTTAINI CEACIOIINe BUCKU.

— Jla, moxanyii, uto Tak. — OH MOJHSICS C Kpeca, Mo-
Jolles K BXOIHOI NBepu, MPOBEPUJI, HE CTOUT JIU 32 HEIO
KTO, TIIATEJIbHO MPUKPHUT €€ U BEPHYJICSI Ha CBOE MECTO. —
Bam uto-HUOyYAbL roBoput hamunus Meiepckuii?

— Boi umeere B Buay KHs3eit Melepckux? — noaHsiia
opoBu AManusi. — Pazymeercs, MHe HEOTHOKPATHO OBO-
IAJIOCH CIIBIIIATh O HUX.

BarpatroHoB MeTHYJ Ha Hee OBICTPBIN B3IJISIL.
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— A o KHsKHe Mapuu Meuiepckoii Bbl YTO-HUOYIb. ..
CHBbIIIATIU? — KaK Obl MEXIYy MPOUYUM, OCBEIOMUJICS OH.

Awmanus Haxmypuiack. OHa Havyajia mnoHuMaTh. KHskHa
Mapusa DnaumoBHa Melepckast Oblj1a IOHOIIECKOM JT1000-
BBIO IIPaBSILIEro uMIeparopa. B nmsiTHanmaTh JieT oHa ocTa-
Jlach KpYyIJIOi CUPOTOIi, M €€ BOCIUTHhIBaja 6abyIika, Imo-
crosiHHO xuBlilasi B0 ®panuuu. [lieHuTenpHast, ¢ THOKUM
CTAaHOM M YapYIOLIMMU IJ1a3aMU, KHSKHA Mapust BCKpYKU-
JIa TOJIOBY MOJIOAOMY AJIeKCaHIIpy, KOTOPBIil 0e33aBETHO
moJo0uiI ee. B Ty mopy oH He SIBIISUICSI HACJEIHUKOM IIpe-
cToJja, TIOTOMY 4TO ero crapinuii 6patr Hukonait 6b11 erre
KMB, 1 MOT Me4TaTb O JIMYHOM cyacTbe. Ho, KaK TOJIbKO
Hukonait ckoHuazcs ot TyoepKyJiesa, Bce B OTHOYAChe Tie-
pPeMEeHUIOCh. AJIeKCaHIp CTall IIPEeMHUKOM CBOETO OTIIa,
HO OJTHOBPEMEHHO C MECTOM OpaTa OH yHacJeloBal U ero
HeBecTy, npuHIeccy Jarmapy JlaTckyio, Ha KOTOPO# H0JI-
JKeH OBbUT XEeHHUTbCSI, HECMOTPsI HU Ha 4TO. TIIETHO MOJIO-
ol ANeKcaHAp HacTamBaJl, YMOJSIJI, XOTeJI OTPEUYbCsl OT
IpecToyia — Bce yxke O0bl10 pemeHo. CocTosIcs TXKeIblit
pasroBOp C OTILIOM, BO BpeMsI KOTOPOTO OOBIYHO ClepKaH-
HBII 11apb OyaTO OBI 1axke BJICIIMII CHIHY moleunHy. Ha yr-
psiMIIa ObUIO OKa3aHO HEBWJIAHHOE JaBJIEHMUE, U B KOHIE
KOHIIOB €My IPUIILIOCh CMUPUThes. OH HaBceraa MpoCTHII-
csl ¢ TI00MMOI 1 XXKeHuJIcs Ha Jlarmape, a yepe3 HeKOTopoe
BpeMs BBINIIA 3aMyX M KHsDKHa Meiepckast. Kaszamocs,
YTO JXU3Hb MaJIO-IIOMaJTy OepeT CBOe, HO Ha CaMOM JIeJIe 3TO
Oblla He XW3Hb, a cMepTh. MeHee ueM uepe3 Troj mocie
cBagbOBl Mapusi, KoTopyio 000Xaj HacJaeTHHMK, CKOHYa-
Jlach OT poAwIbHOI ropstuku. Eii ObUTO Bcero ABaauaTh ye-
TBIpE TOfa.

— MHe KaxeTcs, s 3Hal0, KOTO Ballle TTPeBOCXOANTEIb-
CTBO MMEET B BUIy, — MEIJICHHO IIPOTOBOPMIIA AMaJIMsI. —
Ho Benn ona ymepna... MHoro Jyiet Ha3af.

— O na, — B3goxHy’a barparuonos. — Bce moau cmepT-
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HBbI, TIOABEPXKEHBI TIeHY, 6apoHecca... Ho He cioBa. Cnosa,
3HaeTe Jiv, OBIBAIOT MHOTJA YAUBUTEIbHO XUBYUHU... OCO-
OEHHO eCJIM UX IKcajia UMIIepaTopckas pyka.

U on co 3HaueHuneM morsaea Ha AMaiuio.

— 3HauuT, MMchbMa, KOTOpbIe TOCyAaphb MUcal KHSKHE,
COXpaHWIUCh? — TUXO cripocusia AManusl.

barpatuoHoB nopaics Brepen.

— He coBceM Tak, Amanusi KoncrantuHosHa. Korna
OHU PaCCTAIMCh C KHSIXKHOIA... 10 00010IHOMY, TaK CKa3aTh,
COTJIaCUI0... OHM BEPHYJU Ipyr npyry nucbma. K Hecua-
CTBIO, — Kameprep IepHYJ LIEKOi, — K OOJIbLIOMY HallleMy
HecyacTblo, O/IHA M3 TYBEPHAHTOK B JoMe MellepcKux...
Manemyaseib [lepnuHBOH... cymena mobpaThes 10 Tiepe-
MUCKU U 3aBJazesia HEKOTOPhIMU MUCbMaMU €r0 BeJTNYEeCT-
Ba. B To Bpemsi, B TOM COCTOSIHMU, B KAKOM €r0 BeJIMYeCTBO
HaXOAWJICS... OH HE 3aMETUJI TIPOTaKu, KOT/Ia KHSKHA Bep-
HyJIa €My eTO MOCIaHMUS.

— A nanple? — cnpocuyia AMaiusl CIIOKOMHO.

barpaToHOB yibIOHYJICS:

— Jlanbie, Amanust KoHCTaHTUHOBHA, ObUIO TO XK€, YTO
Bcerga ObIBaeT B MOAOOHBIX ciaydasx. Mangemyasenb Ilep-
MMMHBOH BepHYysach Bo @pannmio. Kakoe-To BpeMst oHa 1mpo-
JToJDKaa XKUTh CBOMM TPYIOM, HO HACTYMWI IeHb, KOTIa el
MOHAT00MINCH IEHBI'W, ¥ TOTJIa OHA OTIIPaBUJIACh K HEKOEMY
Mechbe 16 MoHTanaM6epy, KOTOPbIii U KYIWI Y Hee MUchMa.

— A 3T0oT Mechbe e MoHTanaMmbep... — Havyajaa AMausl.

— Ero nonnoe ums Aunpe Msumop Ilapap JIyn ®du-
gunn ge MoHTanamoOep, — MsTKo npoposkan barparuo-
HOB. — OH rpad, HO ero TUTYJ He MelllaeT eMy 3aHUMAaTbCs
pa3HbIMU JleJlaMU, BecbMa MPEJOCYAUTEIbHBIMU C TOYKHU
3peHUs 3aKOHA.

— OH maHTaXuCT?

— Hy, B 0o0mieM, ga, — nerko noarsepaui Iletp IeTpo-
BUY. — Ho npu BceM Ipy TOM BeCcbMa yBaxkaeMblii UeJTOBEK.
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