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I'masa 1

Korna Mepu JIeHHOKC mpHCIaau XUTh K IS¢,
B MuccenbTyaiiT-M3HoOp, BCce TOBOPUJIM, YTO OHA
caMblif HEMPUSITHBII peOEHOK, KAKOro UM Korma-
MO0 TPUXOAUNIOCH BUIETh. DTO ObLIa MpaBia.
Y Hee ObUIO MaJIeHbKOE Xyd0€ JIUIO0 U MajleHbKOE
xynoe Tejio. Bosochl y Hee ObLM OeJIOKypbIe, XU -
KHe, a IO, C BEYHO KUCJIBIM BbIpaXXeHUEM, KE-
TO€, TOTOMY YTO OHa poawiack B UHIWU U BEUHO
0oJjiesia To TeM, TO APYTHUM.

Orell ee COCTOSIT Ha CyXk0e y aHTJMKUCKOTO
MIPaBUTEILCTBA, BCETA OBIBAJI OUCHD 3aHAT U TOXE
yacTo 6oyie, a MaTh ObLIa KpacaBWIla, KOTOpas
JItoOuIIa TOJIbKO ObIBaTh B TOCTSIX U Pa3BJIEKAThCS
B KpYTy Becelibix Jtojeil. Eit BoBce He HYXKeH ObLI
pebeHoK, 1, Koraa poaujiack Mepu, oHa IOpy4Yu-
JIa yXO7 3a Helo Ty3eMHOI cIyXkaHKe, WUIN aiid, KO-
TOPOI1 1Ay TIOHSTh, YTO €CJIM OHA XKeJIaeT YTOIUTh
MeM-caub', To peOeHOK He TOJIKEH IToIaaaThes eil
Ha Tj1a3a.

! Tak HasbiBarOT B UHAMM GENbIX KEHIIMH.
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Mepu He mOMHMIIA, YTOOBI KOraa-inbo Buaesa
OJIM3KO YTO-HUOYIb, KPOME CMYIJIOrO JIMLIA CBOEH
aii» WK IPpYyTruX TY3€MHBIX CJIYT; a TaK KaK BCE OHU
BCeraa MOBUHOBAJIMCH € M MO3BOJISLIU Je1aTh BCE
IT0-CBOEMY, TTIOTOMY YTO MEM-canbd MOTJIa paccep-
IIMTHCS, €CJIM OBbI €e 00eCITOKOMI KpUK peOeHKa, TO
LLIECTH JieT OT pony Mepu Obliia BeJMyaiiiiieid 3ro-
WCTKOW W TUPAHKOM.

Moiogas TyBepHaHTKa-aHTJIMIaHKA, KOTOPYIO
B3sUIM, YTOOBI HAYYUTh Mepu YMTaTh U TIHCaTh, TAK
HEB3JII00MIIa ee, YTO Yepe3 TPU MecsIlia 0TKa3alach
OT MeCTa, a KOraa SIBJISUINCH APYyTHUe TYBePHAHTKM,
TO OHU YXOIWJIU Yepes elle 0ojiee KOPOTKOe Bpe-
Ms1, yeM nepBas. M ecau 661 Mepu caMoii He 3a-
XOTEJIOCh BBIYYUTHCS YMTATh U MUCATh, TO OHA HU-
Koraa He uMmeJa Obl BO3MOXKHOCTH HAYYUThCS JaXKe
as0yKe.

B onHo cTpamiHo kapkoe yTpo — el Torma
ObLIO yXe OKOJIO AEBITU JIET — OHA MPOCHYJIaCh
0COOEHHO 3J1as1 M pa303JIMJIACh ellie OoJIbllle, Korna
yBUIEIa, UTO CIy>KaHKa, CTOsIBLIAsI BO3JE €€ IO-
cTesu, Oblia He ee aiia.

— 3aueM THI TIpuILIa? — cKa3aja OHa YyXOi
JKEHIIMHEe. — $ He Mo3BoJII0 TeOe OCTaThbCs TYT.
ITpunuim MHe Mol0 aiia!

YV >XeHIIIMHBI ObLT UCITYTaHHBII BUIT, U OHA TTPO-
OopMoTaia, 4YTO aiid He MOXET MPUITH, a KOrma
Mepu B HEMCTOBCTBE CTajla OUTh U TOJKATh €€, OHA
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TOJILKO MCIYyTaJlach elle 60Jble U MOBTOpUIA, YTO
aii? HEBO3MOXHO MPUTU K MUCCU cauo.

B sT0 yTpO B camMoM BO31yXe TOYHO HOCUJIOCHh
YTO-TO TauHCTBeHHOe. Huuero He nenanu oObly-
HBIM TTOPSIIKOM, M HEKOTOPBIX M3 TY3€MHBIX CIIYT
BOBCE He OBUIO BUIHO, a Te, KOTOPBIX MepH Bue-
Jla, TBUTAJIMCh TOPOILJIMBO WA YKPAIKOM, C Oem-
HO-CEpPBIMM UCIYTaHHBIMU JINaMu. Ho et HuKTO
HUYETO He TOBOPWI, U €€ alid BCe HE SIBJISIACh.

YTpo mpoxomuao; CKOpO OHa OCTajlach CO-
BCEM OJIHA, HAKOHEII BBIIILIA B Cal U CTajla UTPaTh
TOXE OIHA IO IePEBOM OKOJI0 BepaHabl. OHa aesia-
JIa BU, YTO YCTpanBaeT LIBETOYHYIO KIIyMOY, 1 BThI-
KaJia O0JIbIIIHE SIPKO-aJible 1IBEThI B MAJIEHbKHUE KyJ-
KM 3eMJIM, Bce OOJjibllie U OOJbllIe pa3apaxkasiCh
1 6opMoua cebde mod HOC BCce TO, YTO cobupaliach
cKazaThb cauau, Bce Te OpaHHbIE CJI0BA, KOTOPHIMU
cobupanach 0003BaTh €€, KOrma OHa BEpHETCs.

— CBuHbg! CBuHbs! CBUHOE OoTpoabe! — To-
BOpUJIa OHA, IOTOMY YTO Ha3BaTh Ty3eMIla CBUHb-
el — 3To camoe XyJliee OCKOpOJeHueE.

OHa ckpexeTtana 3ydamMu, MOBTOPSISL BTy dpasy,
KOrJa ycJblllaja, 4YTo Ha BepaHAy BhIIILIA €€ MaTh
elle ¢ KeM-T0. OTO ObUT OEJIOKYpBINi MOJOIOM Ye-
JIOBEK, 1 002 OHU CTOSIJIM U TOBOPWIM KaKMMU-TO
CTPAaHHBIMM TUXUMU FOJIOCAMMU.

Mepu 3Hana GeJOKyporo MoJOAOTO YesoBe-
Ka, MOX0XEro Ha MaJbuMKa; OHa CJblIaia, YTO OH
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OYEHb MOJIOJION oduliep, KOTOPbIM HEAABHO MPHU-
exas U3 AHIIUMN.

JleBouka Tisgaea Ha HUX o00omnx, HO OoJiee TIpu-
CTaJIbHO IJIs1e/1a HAa CBOIO MaTh.

OHa Bcerna 3To Aeiaiia, Kak TOJIbKO TIPeICcTaB-
JISITICS Cyval BUIETh ee, IOTOMY UTO MeM-caud —
Mepu yacTo 3Bajila €¢ MMEHHO TaK, a He MHaYe —
ObLTa Takas BBEICOKasl, CTpPOITHasI, KpacuBasl JaMa
W HOCHUJIA TIpeJIECTHbIC Hapsabl. Y Hee ObLIM BO-
JIOCBI, KaK BOJTHUCTBIN IIEJK, KPACUBBIA MAJICHb-
KM HOC, TIPE3PUTEIbHO B3IEPHYTHIN, U OOJIbILINE
cMmeromuecs rmasza. Omexna ee Bcerma Oblia Jier-
Kas U pa3BeBalollasics 1, KaK BbIpaxaliach Mepu,
«TIOJIHA KPYXKEB».

B 510 yTpOo Ha Heli ObUIO OOIbIIE KPYKEB, YeM
BCeraa, HO IJla3a ee He CMESUIMCh, OHM ObUIU Ta-
Kue 0O/bIINE U UCITyTaHHBIE U YMOJISIIONIE Tse-
JIU B JIMLIO MOJIOAOTO OeJIoKyporo oduiiepa.

— Heyxenu geno tak minoxo? Heyxenun? —
ycibiaga Mepu ee BoIpoc.

— VYkacHo! — JapoKallliM TOJI0COM OTBETHII MO-
JIOIOM YesoBeK. — YzkacHo, myuccuc JleHHokc! Bui
JIOJKHbBI ObUTH yeXaTh B TOpHI IBE HEIe I TOMY Haza[l.

MeM-caunb crajia JioMaTb pyKu.

— O, g 3Hal0, YTO JOJIKHA OBIJIa caejiaTh 3To! —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa oHa. — I ocTajiach TOJBKO MJISl TOTO,
yTOOBI TTOMTH HA 3TOT TJIYIILIN 3BaHbIN 00en! Kak
s OblIa Trymna!

6 Dpancuc bepremm



B 3Ty MUHYTY U3 TTOMELLIEHUS CIIYT pa3aajics Ta-
KOW I'POMKHUI BOILIb, UTO OHA YXBaTUJIACh 3a PYKY
MOJIOIOTO YesioBeka, a Mepu 3ajpoxana ¢ rojio-
BbI 10 HOT. Boruib cTraHOBUIICS BCce Oojiee JUKUM.

— Y10 310? UTO 3TO? — mpolIenTajga MUCCHUC
JlenHoKC.

— KT0-TO yMep, — oTBeTMs1 MoJiomonl odu-
ep. — Byl He ToBOpMIN, UTO 0OJIE3HB MOSIBUJIACH
cpenu Ballux CJIyr!

— 41 He 3Hana! — BOCKJIMKHYJIAa MeM-Canb. —
O, noiigeMTe co MHOI, TTOMAEMTE CO MHOIA!

OHa noBepHyJIach U yoexkaja B JIOM.

IMocne »TOrO0 HACTYNMJIO HEUYTO yxXKacalollee,
1 Mepu cTajio sICHO, IIoueMy 3TO YTPO ObLIO TaKoe
TauHCTBEHHOE.

IMosiBunack xojiepa B caMoil Tskesioil (popMme,
U JIIOAW YMUPAIU KaK MyXu. Aiis 3a00Jie1a HOUbIO,
U CJIYTY BOIIWIM B CBOMX XVDKMHAX, TTIOTOMY UTO OHA
TOJIBKO YTO yMepiia. Houblo yMepiu elie Tpoe ciyr,
a ocTaJibHbIE B yxKace Oexxanu. Berony napuna maHu-
Ka, ¥ BO BceX OyHrajio ObLIM yMUpalolIe.

Ha cnenytoiuii neHb, BO BpeMsl TPEBOTU U CMSI-
TeHus1, Mepu crpsitanach B I€TCKOU, U Bce 3a0bI-
I o Heil. HukTo He myman o Heil, HUKOMY OHa
He ObLJ1a HyXXHa, U BOKPYT IMPOUCXOAMIIO HEUYTO
CTpaHHOE, O UeM OHa He UMeJia OHSITUSI.

Yacsl nipoxoauian, 1 Mepu nornepeMeHHO TO
cnaja, To niaakajia. OHa 3Hajia TOJbKO, UTO JIIOAU
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XBOpaJIM, W CIIbIIIIAa TAMHCTBEHHEIE W ITyTaBIINe
ee 3BYKH.

Pa3 ona mmpokpaitach B CTOJIOBYIO, KOTOpast OKa-
3ajJach ITyCTOM, XOTS Ha CTOJIe CTOST HedOeHAeH-
HBIN 00eMd; CTYJIbSI M TapeIK UMEJTN TaKo BUI,
KakK OyITO WX TMOCIIEITHO OTOABUHYJIN B CTOPOHY,
KOTJa JIIOIU TT0 KaKOM-TO MPUIMHE BHE3AITHO TTOM-
HSJIMCh M3-3a CTOJIA.

Mepu nioena ppyKToB U cyxapeit U, YyBCTBYS
CUJIBHYIO XaXIy, BBIMTMJIA CTOSIBIIMM Ha CTO-
Jie ctakaH BuHaA. OHO OBLJIO ClIagKoe, HO IeBOY-
Ka He Mojo3peBajia, YTO OHO O4eHb Kpenkoe. Ee
CKOPO HayvaJIo KJIOHUTh KO CHY, M OHa MOIJia 00-
paTHO B JETCKYIO U OIATH 3aIepijiach TaM, UCITY-
raHHasi KpUKaMU, KOTOPbIE HECIIUCh U3 XMXUH,
1 3ByKaM¥ TOPOIUTMBBIX IIaroB. BUHO HarHaao Ha
Hee TaKOM COH, YTO TJla3a ee 3aKPbUIMCh TTOMUMO
ee BOJIM; OHa JIerjia Ha ITOCTeNIb U TOYHO IMOTeps-
JIa CO3HaHME.

OueHb MHOTOE TIPOU30IIIIO 3a T€ JOJTHE Yachl,
YTO OHA CraJjia TAKAM TsDKeJIBIM CHOM, U ee He pas3-
OyIWIM HY BOIUTM, HU IIIyM B OYyHTAJIO, TAE YTO-TO
BHOCWJTA Y BEIHOCWJIH.

Korma ona mpocHynach, To TpomosKaja Jie-
KaTh HEMOIBIIXHO, TIPUCTAJIBLHO TSI HA CTEHY.
B mome ObIyla TTOJTHeMIIAasg THITMHA; OHA HE T10-
MHUJIA, 9TOOBI KOTHA-JIN00 TIpeXIe B HEM Lapuiio
Takoe 6e3monBre. OHa He CIBIIIAIa HU TOJIOCOB,
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HY 1IaroB U AyMajia O TOM, BCE JIU yXKe BbI3IOPO-
BEJIM OT XOJIephbl U Mpolilia Ju Oeaa.

HyMmajia oHa ¥ 0 TOM, KTO Telepb OyIeT yXaxu-
BaTh 3a HEIO, BeIb ee aiid ymepia! BeposTHo, Oyner
HOBas aif3, M OHA, OBITH MOXET, OYIEeT paccKa3bi-
BaTh HOBBIE CKA3KM; CTaphble CKAa3KM yXKe JOCTaTOY-
HO Hagoenm Mepu.

OHa He IUTaKajia 0 TOM, YTO yMepJia ee HSHbKa.
OHa He ObuIa JI00S1IUM PEOEHKOM 1M HUKOIIa HU
K KOMY He Oblj1a 0COO€HHO TNpUBSI3aHa.

IIIym, 6eroTHs, BOILIU II0 YMEPILIMM OT XOJIe-
pbl — BCE 3TO UCIIYrajo €e, U, KpoMe TOro, OHa
ObLIa OYeHb CEPANTA, TIOTOMY YTO HUKTO HE BCIIO-
MHUJI, 4YTO OHa XuBa. Bce Tak o0e3ymenu oT yxka-
ca, UTO HUKTO He IOoAyMal O JIEBOYKE, KOTOPYIO
HUKTO He JIIOOWI.

Koraa nroau 3a6oieBanu xojaepoii, OHU, Ka3a-
JIOCh, HE MOTJIA IyMaTh HU O KOM, KpoMe cebs ca-
mux. Ho eciau Bce onsiTh BBI3IOPOBENN, TO, KOHEU-
HO, KTO-HUOYAb IOJIKEH OBLT BCIIOMHUTBL O HeEld
U OTBICKATh €e€.

Ho HukTO He mpuxomuj, U OoHa Bce Jexana
U X7Jaja, U B JOMe, Ka3aJoChb, CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE
Tullle U TUine. OHa yclblllajga KaKoi-To II0POX
Ha LIMHOBKE M KOIJa B3MVISIHYJA Ha I10JI, TO YBU-
JieJla MaJIeHbKYI0 3MENKY, CKOJIb3UBIIYIO MO MOy
U TJISIIEBIIYIO HA Hee MOXOXMMM Ha AparolieHHbIe
KaMHHU IJ1a3aMM.
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Mepu He ucnyranach: 3TO ObLIO Oe3BpeaHOe
MaJICHbKOE CYILIECTBO, KOTOPOE HUYETO HE MOTJIO
eil cnenatb. 3Meiika, Ka3aaoch, TOPONUIACH BbI-
OpaTbcsl U3 KOMHAThl, U Mepu BuIesa, KaK OHa
CKOJIb3HYJIA TIONT IBEPD.

— Kak ctpaHHo u Tuxo! — ckazana Mepu. —
Kak 6yaTro B momMe HUKOTO HET, KpOMe MeHS 1a
3MEUNKH.

IToutn B Ty Xe MHHYTY OHAa yCJIbIXajla IIaTu
B cady, a MOTOM Ha BepaHje. DTO ObLIU MYXKCKUE
IIaru: My>XYMHBI BOIIUIA B IOM 1 O YeM-TO THXO 3a-
roBopwmiv. HUKTO He BBIIIEN UM HaBCTPeUy, HUKTO
HE 3aroBOPHUJI C HUMU; OHU, Ka3aJIOCh, OTKPHIBAIU
JIBEpU U1 3arJIsIIbIBAIM B KOMHATHI.

— Kakoe omycromienue! — ckasajl OIuH Tro-
noc. — M ata KpacuBas XEHIWHA... Ja U pebe-
HOK, g aymato, Toxe! S ciblial, 4to ObU1 pede-
HOK, XOT$I €r0 HUKTO HUKOTIA HE BUIEJ.

Korna oHu HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CITYCTSI OTKPBLIN
IBepb, Mepu cTosia Mmocpean NeTCKou, HeKpacu-
Basl U 3J1as1, HAXMYPUB OpOBHU, TTIOTOMY UYTO ObLiIa
rojlIofiHa M YyBCTBOBaJIa Ce0s1 KaK-TO MO30PHO 3a-
OpOIIEHHOIA.

IlepBhlii yesOBEK, BOLIEAIIUI B KOMHATY, ObLIT
BBICOKMIT odulep, KOTOporo Mepu onHaXKabl BU-
JieJla y CBOEro OTLia. Y Hero ObL1 yCTasblii M 03a00-
YEHHBI BUA, HO, KOIa OH YBUIEN €€, OH ObLT TaK
MOpaxeH, 4YTO YyTh HE OTCKOYMJT Ha3al.
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— bapHu! — KpukHy1 oH. — 31ech peOeHOK!
Pe6enoxk, onun! B Takom Mecte! boxe mMoii, 1a KTo
oHa Takasi?

— 41 Mepu JIeHHOKC, — YOIIOPHO cKa3aja Je-
BOYKa, BEITIPSIMIISISICh BO BeCh POCT. YelloBeK 3TOT
ITOKa3ajics el 09eHb TPyOBIM, TIOTOMY YTO Ha3Ball
IIOM €€ OTIIa «TaKuM MecToM». — Sl ycHyima, Koraa
BCe ObLIM OOJIbHBI XOJIEPOiA, U TOJIBKO UTO MPOCHY-
Jlach. OTYEro HUKTO HE TTPUXOAUT?

— D710 TOT pebEHOK, KOTOPOr0 HMKTO HUKO-
raa He BuAes! — BOCKJIMKHYJ odulep, odpaiia-
SICh K cBoeMy ciyTHMKY. — O Heil Ha caMoM Jaese
Bce 3a0bu1n!

— IloueMy 000 MHe 3a0bLIM? — cHOpocUiIa
Mepu, Tomasag Horo. — IloyeMy HUKTO HE IIpHU-
XOoaut?

Mononoit 4yenoBek, KoToporo 3Banu bap-
HU, TPYCTHO MOCMOTpEJ Ha Hee. Mepu naxe Io-
Ka3ajaoch, YTO OH MOpPTHYJI, TOUYHO CMaxuBas
cJesy.

— benHas kpoiika! — ckazan oH. — Hekomy
MNPUATH: HUKOTO HE OCTaIOCh.

TakuMm cTpaHHBIM U HEOXMIAHHBIM 0O0pa3oM
Mepu y3Haia, 4To y Hee He OCTaJOCh HU OTIIA,
HU MaTepu, YTO OHU YMEPJIU U ObLIU YBE3€HbI HO-
YbIO M YTO T€ Ty3€EMHBIE CIYTM, KOTOPbIE OCTATUCh
B KUBBIX, MOCIIEIIHO MOKUHYIU IOM U HUKTO U3
HUX JaXe He BCIIOMHWJI, YTO Y HUX ObLIa MUCCU-
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caun0. [ToaToMy-TO B 1OMe OBLIO TaK TUXO; B HEM
IeMCTBUTEIIFHO HUKOTO OOJIbIIIE He OBIIIO, KpOME
caMoit Mepu na MajeHbKOI 3MEKH.

I'naBa 11

Mepu nobuna u3naiu IiasaeTb Ha CBOIO MaTh
U CUMTaja €€ OYeHb KPAacCHMBOW; HO TaK KaK OHa
OYEHb Majio 3Haja ee, TO elBa JIM MOXHO ObLIO
OXMAaTh, YTO OHA OyJeT TOCKOBaTb MO HEM, KO-
I71a €€ HE CTaHET.

OHa HUYYTh He CKyYaJja I10 Held, M TaK KakK Bce-
rna Obljia MorpyxeHa B ce0si, TO €€ OMBICJIbI U Te-
Mnepb, KaKk OObIKHOBEHHO, OBIJIM COCPEAOTOUYEHDI
Ha Hel caMoii. Bynb oHa crapiie, oHa Obl, BEpo-
SITHO, OY€Hb OE€CITOKOMIACH MPU MBICJIU, YTO OCTa-
JIaCh COBCEM OJIHA Ha CBETE, HO OHa eule Obuia
OYeHb Majia, U TaK KakK O Hell Bcerma 3a00TUITHCE,
TO TIpeAriojarajga, 4To 3TO Bceraa OyneT Tak.

JyMana oHa TOJBKO O TOM, ITOMAaAeT JIM OHa
K XOPOILUM JIIOAsSIM, KOTOpble OyayT ¢ Hel obpa-
IIAThCS BEXKJIMBO M BO BCEM YCTYIaTh €if, KaK 3TO
Jlejana ee ails U Apyrue Ty3eMHbIE CITy>KaHKMU.

Mepu 3Hana, YTO HE OCTAHETCS HaBcerna B JoMe
aAHIJIMICKOTO CBSIIEHHMKA, Kyla €€ B3SUIM B Mep-
Boe BpeMmsl. Eil He xoTesnoch ocTaBaTbCsl TaM. AH-
[NIMMCKUN CBSILEHHUK ObLIT OeieH, U Y HEro ObLIO
MSATepO NeTeit, YyTh JIM HE OAHOJIETOK, KOTOpbIE
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XOJWJIY B IOXMOTbSIX, BCErIa CCOPUIUCH U TaCKAJIU
WUTpYLIKW OPYT y Apyra. Mepu HeHaBuaenRa UX He-
ONPSATHBINA OM U TaK AypHO oOpalliajiach C HUMM,
YTO Yepe3 JBa JHS HUKTO HE XOTEJ] UIPaTh C HEO.

— Tebg OTONLIIOT HOMOW 4Yepe3 Hemesio, —
cKazall el ogHax bl ba3uib, CbIH mactopa, ¢ Aep3-
KMMMU TOJIyObIMU IJIa3aMU U B3JAEPHYTHIM HOCOM,
KoTtoporo Mepu HeHaBuiena. — MBbl Bce O4YeHb
panbl 3TOMY.

— W g toxe paga, — orBeTuna Mepu. — A Kyaa
3TO «IOMOI»?

— Omna He 3HaeT, rae 3To? — MIPe3pUTETbHO
cKazan ceMuyieTHUN baswib. — BTo, KOHEYHO,
Anrnug. Hama 6a0yiika >KMBET TaM, 1 B IIPOIILJIOM
roay Tyaa mocjaiu cectpy Mabenb. A Thl IToeelb
He K 6abyuike; y Te0st ee HeT. ThI Ioenelb K CBO-
eMy Iisiae; ero 30ByT Muctep Apunobanbn KpaseH.

— Sl HUKoOrIa Mpo Hero He cJibixaja, — OrphI3-
HyJach Mepu.

— 4 3Haro, 4yTO He ciabIxana, — oTBeTH ba-
3UJb, — Thl HUYETO He 3Haelllb. JIeBOUKM OObIK-
HOBEHHO HUYEro He 3HaloT. S cibllaj, Kak marna
1 MaMa TOBOPMJIM TIpo Hero. OH XKUBET B IpoMaj-
HOM 3a0pOILIEHHOM CTapOM JAOME B JE€PEBHE, U HU-
KTO K HEMYy He xoauT. OH Takoi CepaMThIid, 4TO
HUKOTO K ce0e He MyCKaeT, a €CJIM Obl U MyCTUJI, TO
HUKTO ObI He mpuien. OH TopOyH M CTpalllHbINA-
CTpallHbINA.
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— 1 Tebe He Bepro, — cKazanaa Mepu, oTBep-
HYBILMCH OT HETO U 3aThIKasl yIIY NajabliaMU, MO-
TOMY UTO HE XOTeJia OOJIbIIE CIyIIaTh.

Ho oHa Bce-Taku 04eHb MHOTO AyMajia 00 3TOM;
a korga muccuc Kpoydopa B TOT ke Beuep ckaszaja
eil, 4To yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO JHE oHa MoeaeT B AH-
[JINIO K CBOEMY Jsne, MucTepy KpaBeHy, KOTOPHIi
KUl B MuccenbTyauT-MaHope, v Hee ObLI TaKou
YIIPSIMO-PABHOAYIIIHBIA, TOYHO OKAMEHEJIbIA BU/L,
ITO3TOMY OHM HE 3HAaJIM, YTO O Hell W IOayMaTh.
OHU TIBITAINCH TIPWIACKATH €€, HO OHAa OTBEPHY-
Jlach, Korga Mmuccuc Kpoydopa xorena moiesno-
BaTh €€, ¥ YOIIOPHO BBINPSIMUJIACH, KOTJIA MUCTEP
Kpoydopa norpenai ee mo mieyvy.

— OmHa Takoii HeKpacuBhIii peOEHOK, — CKa3a-
Jia rocyie aToro muccuc Kpoydopa ToHoM coxka-
JIeHusl. — A MaTh ee Obliia Tak KpacuBa! Y1 MaHepbl
y Hee ObUIM TaKue MUIble, a Mepu caMblii Hepu-
SITHBII peOEHOK, KOTOPOro s Koraa-aubo Buaea.

— BBITh MOXeET, eciiv Obl ee MaTh Ioyvale IMo-
SIBJISLIACh B JETCKOM, CO CBOMM KPaCHBBIM JIMLIOM
1 MWIbIMU MaHepaMM, Mepu Toxe MorJia Obl Ie-
DPEHSITh 9TU MaHephl. [ pyCTHO Terepb BCIIOMUHATD,
Korma OenHasi KpacaBuila yxXe yMmMepsa, HO OYeHb
MHOTHYE BOBCE HE 3HAJIU, UTO y Hee ObLI peOeHOK!

— OmHa, KaxeTcsl, HUKOoraa gaxe He cMoTpeJia
Ha Hee, — B3goxHyna muccuc Kpoydopn. — Ko-
r1a ee aiis ymepJia, HUKTO U He BCIOMHMJI O KPOIII-
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ke. ITogymali TOJNBKO: Bce CAyTu pa3dexaliuch
U OCTaBWJIU €€ OAHY B MycToM aome. IToIKOBHUK
Maxk-I'pro roBopma MHe, YTO OBIJT OpaKeH, Koraa
OTBOPWJI ABEPb U YBUIIEJI €€ COBEPILIEHHO OIHY IO~
cpeny KOMHATHI.

Bo BpeMs monroro nepee3na B AHTanio Mepu
HaXOIWJIACh TIOJI IIPHCMOTPOM XKEeHBI OTHOTO O(H-
liepa, KoTopas BeaJia TyJla CBOMX JeTei, YTOObI Mo-
MeCTUTh uX B ImaHcuoH. OHa OblIa OYeHb 3aHsTa
COOCTBEHHBIMM AETHMHU W OYEHBb pagoBaliach, KO-
raa caajga Mepu xXeHIlHe, KoTopyto Muctep Kpa-
BEH OTHpaBui B JIOHIOH BCTPETUTD ee.

XKeHmuHa 3Ta ciyxuiaa 3KOHOMKoO B Muc-
CeNbTY3UT-MBHOope, U 3Bajiu ee MUCCUC Memlok.
Omna OblIa O4YeHb MOJHASA, C PyMSIHBIMU IIeKaMU
U 30pKUMU YEPHBLIMHU TJIa3aMU.

OHa ouyeHb He MoHpaBUJIach MepH; HO TaK Kak
Mepu peako KTo-aubo HpaBUIICSI, TO B 3TOM He
OBLIIO0 HUYETrO YIUBUTEILHOTO; KPOME TOro, ObLIO
OYEBUIHO, UTO MUCCUC MemIoK ToxXe HeBBICOKO-
ro MHEHUS O JeBOUKe.

— BDkas oHa HekpacuBas! — ckKa3sajia oHa. —
A MBI Bellb CJIBIILIANIU, UTO €€ MaTh OblJla KpacaBu-
ua. OHa, KaK BUJIHO, KPaCOTBI-TO i1 B HACJEACTBO
He ocTaBWJia, HEe TakK Jiu?

— OHa, OBITh MOXET, MEepeMEHUTCS, Koraa
MoJpacTeT, — AOOPOAYIIIHO cKa3alia XXeHa oulie-
pa. — Ecnu Ob1 oHa He Obl1a Takasl XeJTasl U Bbl-
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