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I'naBa 1

Korﬂa Mepu JIeHHOKC TIpUCTaIN XWUTh K HOs7e,
B MuccenbTysiuT-MasHOp, BCe TOBOPWJIM, YTO OHA
caMbIil HEPUSITHHIA peOeHOK, KAKOTO UM KOoraa-anodo
IPUXOINIOCHh BUAETh. DTO OblIa mpaBaa. Y Hee ObLIO
MaJleHbKOE XyIoe JIMIIO U MajleHbKoe Xynoe Teno. Bo-
JIOCHI y Hee ObLIN OeJIOKYpHhIC, KUIKKE, a TUI0, C BEUHO
KMCJIBIM BBIPpaXXEHHUEM, KE€JITOEe, IIOTOMY UYTO OHA POIU-
Jlack B UHOUM 1 BEYHO XBOpaja TO TeM, TO APYTUM.

Orell ee COCTOSIT Ha CIIyk0€ y aHIVIMICKOIro mpa-
BUTEJILCTBA, BCETa OBIBAJl OYCHDb 3aHSAT U TOXE 9acCTO
XBOpaJ, a MaTh €¢ ObLJIa KpacaBullia, KOTOpas Jro0uia
TOJIBKO OBIBaTh B FOCTSIX U BECEJIMTHCS B KPYTY BECEJIbIX
nmoneit. Eit BoBce He Hy:KeH OblI peOeHOK, U, KOTraa po-
aunachk Mepu, oHa Mopydujia yxoJ 3a Hel Ty3eMHOI
clyXXaHKe, WK aiid, KOTOPO Jajv MOHSITh, YTO €CJIU
OHa XeJIaeT YTOOUTh MEM-Canb!, To peOeHOK He TOJIKEH
ToITamaThCs €M Ha Ij1asa.

Mepu He mOMHMIIA, YTOOBI KOrma-au0o Buaesa 0Jm3-
KO YTO-HMOYAb, KPOME CMYIJIOTO JINIA CBOSH aild muiu
IPYTUX TY3€MHBIX CJIYT; a TaK KaK BCe OHU Bceraa Io-
BUHOBAJIMCh €11 1 TTIO3BOJISIIIN eii IeyIaTh BCe TI0-CBOEMY,

I'Tak Ha3bIBAIOT B VTHIMY OEJIBIX XKEHIIVH.
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MOTOMY YTO MEM-Caub MoTJjia pacCepauThCs, €Cv Obl ee
00ecnoKow1 KpUK pedeHKa, TO LIeCTH JIET OT poay Mepu
ObL1a BeJIMYalIlei SroOuCTKON U TUPAHKOA.

Mononas ryBepHaHTKa-aHINIMYaHKa, KOTOPYIO B3sI-
JI, 9TOOBI HAy4YUTh Mepu 4yMTarh U MUCaTh, TaK HE-
B3/IIOOMIIA €€, YTO Yepe3 TPU Mecslla OoTKasajach OT
MECTa, a KOTr1a ABJISJINCh APpYrue TyBEpHAHTKU, TO OHU
YXOOWJIN 4epe3 elle 6oyiee KOPOTKOE BpeMs, YeM Mep-
Bas. U eciu 661 Mepu caMoil He 3aX0TeI0Ch BBIYYUThCS
YUTaTh U ITMCaTh, TO OHA HUKOTAA HE MMeJ1a Obl BO3MOX-
HOCTU HAy4YUTbhCS Aaxe a30yKe.

B ogHO cTpaniHo xapKoe yTpo — eif Toraa Obuio yxke
OKOJIO AEBSTU JIET — OHAa IIPOCHYJIaCh OCOOEHHO 31as
¥ pa3o3yiniiach elie 0oJibllle, KOraa yBUaeaa, 4To Ciy-
JKaHKa, CTOSIBIIIasl BO3JIe €€ IIOCTeNIM, Oblla He ee aiia.

— 3aueM ThI NpulIa? — cKazaja OHa YyXKOl XKeH-
muHe. — S He mo3Bouio Tede ocTtaThbes TYT. Ipuinm
MHE MOIO aifs!

V XeHIIUHBI ObLT UCIIYTaHHBIM BUJ, U OHA MPOOOP-
MOTaJa, 4To aiid He MOXKeT IIpUIATH, a Koraa Mepu B He-
HWCTOBCTBE CTaja OMTh M TOJKATh €€, OHA TOJIbKO MCITY-
rajach ele 0oJIbllle U IOBTOPUIA, YTO aii? HEBO3MOXKHO
MPUITH K MUCCH Cauo.

B 310 YyTpO B caMOM Bo31yXxe TOUHO HOCUJIOCH YTO-TO
TauHCTBEHHOE. Hudero He neaiy OOBIYHBIM MOPSI-
KOM, U HEKOTOPBIX U3 TY3€MHBIX CJIyT BOBCE HE ObLIO
BUJIHO, a T€, KOTOpbIX Mepu Bujena, IBUTAIMCh TOPO-
IUIMBO WM YKPAIKOii, C 0J1eAHO-CepbhIMU UCITyTAHHBIMU
Juuamu. Ho et HUKTO HUYero He rOBOpWJI, 1 ee aild Bce
HE SIBJISIACh.

YTpo npoxoaunao; CKopo oHa ocTajlaCh COBCEM O/IHA,
HaKOHeIl BHIIIUIA B CaJ M CTaja UrpaTh TOXE OAHA MO
JiepeBOM, OKOJI0 BepaHabl. OHa Aenana BUi, 4YTO yCTpa-
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WBaeT [IBETOUHYIO KIIYMOy, 11 BThIKayia OOJIbIINE SIPKO-
ajible LIBEThl B MaJICHbKME KYYKM 3eMJIM, BCE OOJIbIIIE
¥ OoJIblIIe pa3apaxkasich 1 0opMoua cede moa HOC Bce
TO, YTO coOMpajach cKa3aTh Cauau, Bce Te OpaHHBbIE
CJIOBa, KOTOPEIMHU COOMpanach 0003BaTh €€, KOTraa OHa
BEpHETCS.

— CsBunbs! CBuHbsa! CBUHOE oTpoabe! — roBopuia
OHa, IIOTOMY YTO Ha3BaTh Ty3eMIla CBUHbEI — 3TO camMoe
XyAlIee oCKoOpOJIeHHUE.

OHa ckpexeraja 3yoamu, IIOBTOPSIS 3Ty pa3y, Korna
yCIIBIIIAJIA, YTO Ha BEpaH/Iy BhIIILIA €€ MaTh eIlle C KeM-
TO. DTO OBUT OETOKYPHI MOJIOJOM YET0BEK, M 00a OHMU
CTOSIIA Y TOBOPUJIM KAKUMU-TO CTPAHHBIMU TUXUMU
TOJIOCAMM.

Mepu 3Hana 6eJI0Kyporo MOJIOAOro YejaoBeKa, Io-
X0XKETO Ha MaJIbuMKa; OHA CJIbIIIAJIA, 9YTO OH ObLI OYeHb
MOJIOAOI oduliep, KOTOPHIA HeJaBHO IIpuexai u3 AH-
JINU.

HeBouka Iisiaeaa Ha HUX 000MX, HO 00Jiee IIpUCcTajlb-
HO TJIsIIeia Ha CBOIO MaTh.

OHa Bcerna 3To Jenajia, KOraa TOJbKO MpeACcTaBIsICs
cJydaii BUIETh ee, TIOTOMY 4TO MeM-canb — Mepu yacTo
3Bajla €¢ MMEHHO Tak, a He HaYe — Oblja Takasi BbICO-
Kasl, cTpoiiHasl, KpacuBasl JaMa U HOCHUJIA IIPEIeCTHbIC
Hapsapl. Y Hee ObLIM BOJIOCHI, KaK BOJTHUCTHIN IICTK,
KpacUBBII MaJIeHbKUI1 HOC, MIPE3PUTEIbHO B3ACPHYTHINM,
u bosblMe cMmerolrecd ria3a. Onexnaa ee Bceraa obuia
JIeTKasl ¥ pa3BeBalolascs 1, Kak BeIpaxajiack Mepu,
«IIOJTHA KPYKEB».

B 310 yTpOo Ha Heil ObL10 OOJIbIIE KPYKEB, YEM BCET-
Jla, HO IIa3a €€ He CMEsUIMCh; OHM ObLIU TaKue OOJIbIINe
Y UCITyTaHHbIC U YMOJISIONIE IISIACIU B JIMLIO MOJIOIOTO
Oe10Kyporo oduliepa.
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— Heyxenm neno tak mioxo? Heyxenn? — yciplma-
J1a Mepu ee BoIpoc.

— VxacHo! — mpoXallluM T'OJIOCOM OTBETHJI MOJIO-
oI YyeJIoBeK. — YxKacHo, muccuc JleHHokc! Bbl ok~
HBI OBLIM YeXaThb B TOPbI ABE HEASIU TOMY Ha3al.

Mewm-caub crana JoMaTh pyKH.

— O, g 3Ha10, YTO AOJIKHA ObLJIa cAenaaTh 3TO! —
BOCKJIMKHYJA oHA. — f ocTanach TOJBKO IJIsI TOTO,
YTOOBI MOWTU Ha 3TOT TJIYNbIM 3BaHbIM ob0en! Kak
g ObLIa raymal

B sTy MMHYTY M3 TTOMEIIEHUsI CJIYyT pa3fancs TaKou
TPOMKMI BOTIJIb, YTO OHA YXBATUJIACh 32 PYKY MOJIOJIOTO
yeJioBeKa, a Mepu 3aapokaja ¢ roJIoBbI 10 HOT. Bomib
CTaHOBUJICS Bce 00Jiee TNKIM.

— Yto0 310? YTO 3TO0? — MpouienTaia Muccuc JleH-
HOKC.

— Kro-T0 ymMep, — oTBeTUII MO0AOI odulep. —
Brl He roBopmIn, 4YTO 00JIE3Hb MOSIBUIIACH CPEIU BallIUX
ciyr!

— 1 He 3Hama!l — BOCKJIMKHYyJIa MeM-caub. —
O, TIolimeMTe CoO MHOM, MOMIEMTE CO MHOIA!

Ona noBepHyIach 1 yoexasna B IOM.

Ilocne aToro HacTynuiio HEYTO yXacamwliee, 1 Mepu
CTaJjio SICHO, IIOYEMY 3TO YTPO OBLIO TAKOE TAMHCTBEH-
HoOE.

INosiBunack xojiepa B caMoii Tskenoit (popme, U JIo-
IV YMUPAIN, KaK MyXu. A3 3a00Jjejla HOYblO, 1 CIIYTU
BOMNWJIN B CBOUX XMKMHAX, IOTOMY YTO OHA TOJBKO YTO
yMepaa. Houblo yMepau erie Tpoe CIIyT, a OCTaJbHbIC
B yXace O0exxanu. Bcroay napuna naHuka, M Bo BceX OyH-
rajao ObLUIM YMHUPAIOIINE.

Ha cnenyommii feHb, BO BpeMsl TPEBOTU U CMSITeE-
Hus, Mepu crpsiTanach B I€TCKOM, 1 BCe 3a0bUIU O HE.
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HukTo He myMan o Heil, HUKOMY OHa He ObLja HyXXHa,
M BOKPYT IIPOKUCXOIMUIIO HEUTO CTPAaHHOE, O YEM OHA He
nMesa MOHSTUS.

Yacel npoxonuian, 1 Mepu monepeMeHHO TO craja,
To miakaga. OHa 3Haja TOJbKO, YTO JIIOAU XBOPAJIH,
M CJIbIIIAJIa TAMHCTBEHHBIE U ITyTaBIIUE €€ 3BYKU.

Pa3 oHa nmpokpajach B CTOJIOBYIO, KOTOpasl oKa3a-
JIach MYCTOM, XOTS Ha CTOJIE CTOSII HETOKOHYEHHBIN
00el; CTy/Ibs U TapeJKU UMEIU TaKoi BUI, KaK OyITO
MX TTOCTIEITHO OTOABUHYJIM B CTOPOHY, KOIJa JIOIMU MO
KaKoM-TO IpUYMHE BHE3AITHO MOIHSUIMCH U3-3a CTOJIA.

Mepu noena ppyKTOB U cyxapeu v, YyBCTBYS CUJIb-
HYIO XaXy, BbIIIMJIa CTOSIBIIUI Ha CTOJI€ CTaKaH BU-
Ha. OHoO ObLIO clagKoe, HO AeBOYKa HE MoAo3peBaa,
YTO OHO OYeHb Kpenkoe. Ee CKopo Hayano KJIOHUTh KO
CHY, ¥ OHa Mollljla 00paTHO B IETCKYIO U OMSTh 3arep-
Jlach TaM, MCITyTaHHasl KpKaMM, KOTOPbIE HECIUCH U3
XUXKWH, U 3ByKaMU TOPOILUIMBHIX I1aroB. BUHO HarHa-
JIO Ha Hee TaKOol COH, YTO Ija3a €€ 3aKpbUINCh IIOMU-
MO €€ BOJIM; OHa Jierjia Ha IIOCTeJIb M TOYHO IToTepsiia
CO3HaHMUE.

OueHb MHOTO€ IIPOMU3OIILIO 32 T€ JOJTUE Yachl, YTO
OHa craja TaKUM TSDKEJIBIM CHOM, U €€ He pa30yIviIn HA
BOIUIM, HU IIIyM B OyHTajo, Il¢ YTO-TO BHOCWJIN U BhI-
HOCHJIU.

Korma oHa nipocHynachk, To IIpogoyKaia JexaTh He-
MOJABUXHO, NMPUCTAIBHO TSI Ha cTeHy. B nome Obuia
HoJHelIas TUIIMHA; OHA He IIOMHIJIA, YTOOBI KOrna-
nubo mpexiae B HeM Hapuiio Takoe 6e3monsue. OHa He
CJIBIIIAJIa HU TOJIOCOB, HU IIIAarOB 1 IyMaJjia O TOM, BCE JIn
YK€ BBI3OPOBEJIM OT XOJIEPHI U TIpoliuia 1k Oexa.

JyMajia oHa M O TOM, KTO T€Iepb OYAET yXaxXBaTh 3a
Helo, Belb ee aiid ymepia! BepositHo, OyaeT HoBag aia,
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1 OHa, OBITh MOXKET, OyZIeT pacCKa3bIBaTh HOBBIE CKa3KMU,
cTaphle CKa3KH yXe TOCTaTOYHO Hamoeau Mepu.

OmHa He makaja o TOM, 4TO yMepJjia ee HIHbKa. OHa
He ObLIa JIIOOSIIUM PEOSHKOM M HUKOIIa HA K KOMY He
ObLIa 0COOEHHO IPUBSI3aHa.

IlIymM, 6eroTHs, BOILUIM I10 YMEPILIUM OT XOJEPhl —
BCE 3TO UCITyrajo ee, U, KpoMe TOro, oHa ObLia OUYeHb
cepauTa, IIOTOMY YTO HUKTO HE BCIIOMHMII, YTO OHA XKU-
Ba. Bce Tak 006e3ymenu oT yxkaca, UYTO HUKTO He IToayMaJl
0 IeBOYKE, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE JTIO0WJL.

Korna arogu 3aboseBanu Xojaepoil, OHU, Ka3aloch,
He MOIJIM AyMaTb HU O KOM, Kpome cebs camux. Ho ec-
JIM BCE OIISITh BHI3AOPOBEIN, TO, KOHEYHO, KTO-HUOYAb
JIOJI>KE€H OBLT BCIIOMHUTD O HEM M OTHICKATH €.

Ho HuKTO He mpuxoauiI, U OHA BCe JiexXana U XKaa-
JIa, ¥ B IOM€, Ka3aJ0Ch, CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE TUIIIE U THUIIIE.
OHa ycblliaia Kakoii-To IIopoX Ha IIMHOBKE U KOraa
B3IJISIHYJIA Ha I10JI, TO yBHUAEIA MAaJIEHbKYIO 3MEHKY,
CKOJIB3UBIILYIO 10 TIOY U TJISAEBIIIYIO HA HEE TTOXOXUMU
Ha JIparolcHHble KAMHU IJIa3aMMu.

Mepu He ucnyrajach: 3TO ObLIO Oe3BpeIHOE Ma-
JIEHBKOE CYILIECTBO, KOTOPOE HUYETO HEe MOTJIO €l cle-
JaTh. 3Melika, Ka3ajaoch, TOPOIMIACh BhIOpAThCS U3
KOMHAaTHI, 1 Mepu Buesa, Kak OHa CKOJIb3HYJIA 1O
IIBEPb.

— Kak ctpanHo u Tuxo! — ckaszana Mepu. — Kak
OyATO B TOME HMKOTO HET, KpOME MEHS Ia 3MEUKMU.

[Toutu B Ty XXe MMHYTY OHa ycJIbIXajla IIaru B camy,
a IIOTOM Ha BepaH[ie. DTO ObUIM MYXKCKUE I11arv; My>K4u-
HbI BOIILJIM B IOM U O YeM-TO TUXO 3aroBopuwin. Hukro
He BBIIIE] UM HaBCTpedy, HUKTO HE 3arOBOPUII C HU-
MU; OHM, Ka3aJ0Ch, OTKPBIBAIU ABEPU U 3arJISAbIBAIN
B KOMHATHL.
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— Kakoe omnycronieHue! — ckasaja OIMH roJjioc. —
M sTa KpacuBas XeHIIMHA... 1a U peOEHOK, g AyMalo,
toxe! S cablal, 4to ObLT peOeHOK, XOTSI €r0 HUKTO
HUKOIIA HEe BUOC.

Korma oHM HECKOJBKO MHMHYT CIYCTSI OTKpPBI-
U OIBepb, Mepu crosiia Iocpeau IeTCKOM, HeKpacu-
Basl U 3J1as1, HAXMYPUB OpOBM, IIOTOMY UTO OBbLIa I'O-
JIOAHA M YYBCTBOBaja cebs KakK-TO ITO30pHO 3a0po-
IIIEHHOM.

[lepBriit yea0BeK, BOIISAIINI B KOMHATY, ObLT BBHICO-
Kuii opuiep, Kotoporo Mepu ogHaxKabl BUaea y CBOe-
ro OoTLaA. Y Hero ObuU1 yCTanblii 1 03a00YEHHbIN BUI, HO,
KOI'Ja OH YBUJIEJ €€, OH ObLI TaK IOpaXeH, 4TO YyTh He
OTCKOYMJI Ha3al.

— bapneit! — kpukHyn oH. — 3aech pedbeHoK! Pe-
o6eHok, onuH! B Takom mecte! Boxe Moii, 1a KTO oHa
Takas?

— 4 Mepu JIeHHOKC, — YOITOPHO CKa3alia JeBoYKa,
BBIIPSIMJISISICH BO BeCh POCT. Ye0BeK 3TOT IToKazaics ei
O4YeHb I'PpyOBIM, IIOTOMY YTO Ha3BaJjl JOM €€ OTLA «TaKUM
MecToM». — { yCHyna, Korma Bce ObUIM OOJBHBI XOJI€e-
POIi, ¥ TOJIBKO 4YTO MPOCHYJIach. OTUEro HUKTO HE MPU-
XoauT?

— BT0 TOT pedbeHOK, KOTOPOro HUKTO HUKOTAA He
BUIEN! — BOCKJIMKHYJ oduiiep, oopamiasich K CBoeMy
cnyTHUKY. — O Helt Ha caMoM fefie Bce 3a0buin!

— Tloyemy 060 MHe 3a0bLI? — cripocuiia Mepu,
Tomasi Horoii. — [loyeMy HUKTO He IPUXOAUT?

Monogoii yenoBek, KOToporo 3Baiu bapheii, rpycrt-
HO TOCMOTpe Ha Hee. Mepu 1axe MoKa3alloch, YTO OH
MUTHYJ IJ1a3aMi, TOYHO CMaXUBasl CJIe3y.

— benHass kpomka! — ckazan oH. — Hekomy
MPUNTHU: HUKOTO HE OCTAJIOCh.
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TakuM cTpaHHBIM M HEOXMIAHHBEIM 00pa3zoM Mepu
y3Haja, 4YTO Y Hee He OCTaJIOoCh HU OT1Ia, HU MaTepu, YTO
OHU YMEPJIX U OBIJIA YBE3eHBI HOUBIO 1 UTO T€ Ty3€MHBIE
CJIYyTU, KOTOPBIE OCTATNCh B XXUBBIX, TTOCIIEIITHO MOKMUHY-
JI IOM ¥ HUKTO U3 HUX JaxKe HEe BCIIOMHWII, YTO Y HUX
Ob11a Muccu-cano. ITo3ToMy-TO B JoMe OBIJIO TaK TUXO;
B HEM JCHCTBUTEIIHHO HUKOTO OOJIbIIIE He OBIJTO, KpOME
caMoii Mepu 1a MajleHbKOW 3MENKM.

I'nasa 11

Mepu aro6uia u3gaan DISIAETh Ha CBOIO MaTh U CUX-
Tajla ee OYeHb KpacCHBOIl; HO TaK KaK OHa OY€Hb MaJjio
3HaJjia e€e, TO eIBa JIM MOXHO OBIJIO OXKMOATh, YTO OHA
OyIeT TOCKOBAaTh I10 Heli, KOrIa €e He CTaHeT.

OnHa HMYYTh HEe TOCKOBaJIa 10 Hell M TaK KaK BCerna
OblJIa yriayojeHa B camoe cebsl, TO ee TIOMBICIIbI U Te-
nepb, KaKk 0OBIKHOBEHHO, OBLJIM COCPEAOTOYEHBI Ha Ce-
0e camoii. bynb oHa cTapiiie, oHa Obl, BEPOSITHO, OUE€Hb
OecrnoKomIach IIPU MBICJIM, YTO OCTalach COBCEM OIHA
Ha CBETe, HO OHa ellle OblIa OYeHb MaJla, M TaK KakK O HEH
Bcerga 3a00TWIMCH, TO IIpeariojiaraia, YTo 3TO BCerma
OyJer Tax.

JlyMalla oHa TOJIbKO O TOM, IIOIAaJeT U OHa K XOpO-
LLIMM JIIOASIM, KOTOpbIe OYAYT C Hell 0OpallaThbCs BEXI1-
BO U4 BO BCEM YCTYIIaTh €if, KaK 3TO Jeajia ee aild u Apy-
Tve Ty3eMHBIE CITY>KaHKU.

Mepu 3Hana, YTO HEe OCTaHETCSI HaBCErIa B TOME aH-
IJIMIACKOTO CBSIIIEHHUKA, Ky/Ia €€ B3sUIM B TIEPBOE BpeMsI.
Eit He xoTen0ch ocTaBaThCsl TaM. AHIVIMICKUIA CBSIIIEH -
HUK ObUI OeieH, M y HETO ObLIO IISITEPO AETeil, YyTh JIN
HE OIHOJIETOK, KOTOPhIE XOOWJIN B JOXMOTBSIX, BCErma
CCOPUJIMCH U TaCKaJu UTPYIIKU APYT y Apyra. Mepu He-
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HaBUela MX HEONPSITHHIN JOM M TaK AypHO oOpalma-
JIaCh C HUMM, YTO Yepe3 IBa THS HUKTO HE XOTeJ UrpaTh
C Helo.

— Tebs oTOLLTIOT JOMOI Yepe3 HeAeao, — cKaszall
el ogHaxnpl basunb, ManbuMK macropa, ¢ JEP3KUMU
roayobIMU TJ1a3aMU M B3OEPHYTHIM HOCOM, KOTOPOIO
Mepu HeHaBUaella. — MBI Bce OYeHBb pajibl 3TOMY.

— M g Toxe paga, — orBeTuaa Mepu. — A rae 310
TAKOE «TOMO»?

— OmHa He 3HaeT, I1e 3To? — MPEe3PUTENILHO cKa3all
cemuneTHui ba3unb. — D10, KoHeyHO, AHIIMS. Hara
0abyIKa XMBET TaM, U B IIPOIIJIOM IOy TyAa MOCaIn
cecTpy Mabenb. A ThI Tloefelllb He K 0a0ylIKe; y TeOs
ee HeT. THI IToeaelnb K CBOeMY HSIIe; €ro 30ByT MUCTEP
Apun6banba KpaBeH.

— 1 HuKoTrHA PO HETo He CJIbIXajla, — OTPBI3HYJIACh
Mepmu.

— 4 3Haro0, 4TO He ciabIXxaja, — OoTBeTU]I baswib, —
Thl HUYETO HE 3Haellb. [[eBOUYKM OOBIKHOBEHHO HUYETO
He 3HaloT. 4 ciblla, Kak Iana 1 MaMa TOBOPMIIM PO
Hero. OH XXMBET B TPOMaIHOM 3a0pOIIEHHOM CTapoOM
JoMe B JI€peBHE, U HUKTO K HeMy He xomuT. OH Ta-
KOI CepauThIli, YTO HUKOTO K cebe He MyCKaeT, a ec-
JIV OBl U MyCTWJI, TO HUKTO OBl He Tipuiiea. OH ropOyH
U CTPALUIHBIA-CTPAIIHBIA.

— Sl TeGe He Bepio, — ckaszaja Mepu, OTBEpHYBIIUCH
OT HETO U 3aThIKAasl YU ITaIblIaMU, IIOTOMY UTO HE XOTe-
Jia 0OJIbIIIE CIyIIATh.

Ho oHa Bce-Taku oueHb MHOTO Aymajia 00 3TOM;
a korga muccuc Kpoydopa B TOT xXe Beuep ckazaja
€1, 4TO Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO JHEM OHa MmoeaeT B AHTJIUIO
K cBoeMy nsmae, Muctepy KpaBeHy, KOTOPBIA XWI
B MuccenbTyaiiT-M3HOpe, y Hee ObLI TaKOM YIIPSIMO-
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PaBHOIYIIHBINA, TOYHO OKaMEHEJBI BUI, ITO3TOMY
OHM HE 3HaJIM, YTO O Hell 1 moayMaTh. OHU IIBITATUCh
NpUIacKaTh €, HO OHAa OTBEPHYJIACh, KOTJIa MUCCHUC
Kpoydopn xorena mouenoBaTh €€, 1 YOIIOPHO BbI-
npsiMuiIach, korga muctep Kpoydopa morpemnai ee mo
ieyy.

— OHa Takoil HeKpacHUBBIli peOEHOK, — cKa3aja
nocie aroro Mmuccuc Kpoydopa ToHoM coxalleHus. —
A MaThb ee Obula Tak KpacuBa! M1 MaHephl y Hee ObLIU
Takuie MUIble, a Mepu caMblii HENPUSATHBINA PEOCHOK,
KOTOpPOIO $ KOraa-aubo Buaesa.

— bBHITE MOXeT, ecii OBl €e MaTh TTOYAIIe TTOSBIISI-
JIaCch B IETCKOI, CO CBOMM KPAaCHUBBIM JIMIIOM U MUJIBIMU
MaHepaMu, Mepu Toxe Moria OBl IEPEHSITh 3TU MaHe-
pblL. I'pycTHO Tenepb BCIOMUHATh, Koraa OemHas Kpaca-
BUIIA Y€ YMepJia, O4YeHb MHOTHE BOBCE HE 3HAJIM, YTO
y Hee ObL1 pebeHoK!

— OmHa, KaxeTcs, HUKOIIa He B3IJIsSHY/a Ha Hee, —
B3noxHyna Muccuc Kpoydopa. — Korna ee aiis ymepia,
HUKTO 1 He BCIIOMHIJI 0 Kpolike. [Tomymaii ToJIbKO: Bce
CIIyTH pa30exXaluCh U OCTABWIM €€ OHY B ITyCTOM HO-
me. [TonkoBHMK Mak-I'pio roBopu MHe, YTO OBILJT TT0-
paXeH, KOraa OTBOPWJI ABEPh M YBUIEI €€ COBEPIICHHO
OIHY ITocpeayr KOMHATHI.

Bo Bpems monroro mepee3ga B AHrnioo Mepu Ha-
XoAuJIach oA MPUCMOTPOM KEHbBI OOTHOro oduiiepa,
KOTopasl Be3Jia Tyda CBOUX JIeTei, YTOOBI ITIOMECTUTh
X B MaHCHOH. OHa ObL1a OYEeHb 3aHSATa COOCTBEHHBI-
MU OSThbMHM M OYEHb pajoBajiach, Korma cmaiga Mepu
XEHIIMHE, KOTopyto Muctep KpaBeH Bbicaal B JIOHIOH
BCTPETUTH €¢€.

KeHImHa 5Ta CiIyXujia 5KOHOMKOI B MuccebTy-
aiT-M>3Hope, 1 3Baju ee muccuc Menjnok. OHa ObLia
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OYCHB MOJIHASI, C PyMSHBIMHY IIeKaMW 1 30pKUMU 9ep-
HBIMMU TJIa3aMU.

OHa o4eHb He MOHpaBWIach Mepu; HO Tak Kak Mepu
PeIKO KTO-T1O0 HpaBWICS, TO B 3TOM He ObLJIO HUYETO
YIMBUTEIBHOIO; KPOME TOTO, OBLIIO OYEBUIHO, YTO MUC-
cuc MemIoK TOXXe HEBBICOKOIO MHEHMS O IE€BOYKE.

— DKag oHa HekpacuBas! — ckasaja oHa. — A MBI
Bellb CJIBIIIAIM, YTO €€ MaTh ObuTa KpacaBuna. OHa, Kak
BUIHO, KpacOTHI-TO €ii B HACJIEACTBO HE OCTaBUJIa, HE
TaK jau?

— OmHa, OBITb MOXKET, IEPEMEHUTCS, KOraa Moapac-
TeT, — AOOPOMYIIHO cKa3aia xkeHa oduiiepa. — Eciu
OBl OHa He ObLIa Takas KeJTasl U BhIpaXXeHue Julia ee
OB110 OBI TOJTacKOBel! A 4epThl IMIIAa Y Hee XOpOIINe.
JleTn Beab TaK MeHsIIOTCS!

— Eii nmpunercst U3BMeHUTHCS BO MHOTOM, — OTBETH-
Jla Myuccuc Meminok. — A B MUCCENIbTY31Te HET HUYETO
TaKoro, 4YTO MOTJIO Obl UBMEHUTh peOeHKa K JIydlliemy,
€CJIM BBl CIIPOCUTE MEH:T!

O06e oHu nyManu, yTo Mepu He caylliaeT, IOTOMY UTO
OHa CTOsIJIa HECKOJIBKO MOOaTb, Y OKHA OTEJIS, I1Ie OHU
ocTaHOBWIKCh. OHa cMOTpeJia Ha IPOXOXKMX, Ha IIPO-
€3aBIlIe OMHUOYCHI X K30bI, HO CJIBIIIIAJA BECH Pa3ro-
BOD; B HEUl MPOCHYJIOCH JIIOOOIBITCTBO 110 OTHOIIIEHUIO
K Os1ae U ero kumiry. YTo 3To OBIT 32 IOM M Ha 9TO OH
ob171 TI0X02K? YTo Takoe ropoyH? OHa HUKOTJA He BUIa-
Jla TopOyHa; ObITh MOXeT, uX B MUHIMU BOBce He ObLIO.

C Tex ITop KaK OHa CTaJjla XXUThb B Uy>KMX JOMaxX U y Hee
He ObLJIO aiid, OHA CTajla YyBCTBOBAThb Ce0s OOUHOKOIMA,
M B TOJIOBY €l MPUXOIWIN CTPaHHbIE, COBEPIIIEHHO HO-
BbI€ JJIS1 HEE MBICIIU.

Ona gymajia o ToM, IIoueMy 3TO OHa Bcerda Oblia
«HUYbS», Jaxe KOoraa ee oTell 1 MaTh ObLIM XUBHI. [dpy-



